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WELCOME TO 

CROFTON SCHOOL 

 
 
 

Crofton School Ethos 
 
 

Crofton is an enjoyable learning community whose ethos is captured in three simple 
words: Kindness, Ambition and Diligence. 
 
Kindness 
Members of the Crofton School family are expected to be kind to one another, 
whatever their age, size, background, faith, sexuality or gender.  Crofton students are 
expected to be kinder than the average child.  This means actively looking for ways 
to enhance the experiences of others; it also means protecting the rights and feelings 
of the vulnerable.  Students learn quickly that all human beings are equally and 
interminably valuable and that they have equal rights and equal dignity.  They will 
listen to each other, demonstrate high standards of politeness and be tolerant of the 
many differences between people. 
 
Ambition 
We want students to develop a lifelong love of learning and to be curious about the 
world and their place in it, not just so they can pass exams but so they can fully 
appreciate life.  We also expect students to achieve their potential.  We trust they will 
want to go on to the best college; we hope that they may well want to go on to 
university.  We know that the world they will live in as adults will be more competitive 
than the one we grew up in; we know they will need the most highly-developed skills 
and the best qualifications of which they are capable.  This means they will most 
probably need a different, broader skill-set to previous students as well as having to 
be more adaptable and flexible in making their career choices. 
 
Diligence 
We are also absolutely convinced that effort is more important than ability and that, if 
they study hard enough, every student who comes to Crofton can achieve good 
GCSE passes in every subject they take.  This is our school’s normal expectation.  
Diligence means more than just working hard.  It also means: striving to build 
independence, engaging fully and participating in leadership opportunities, taking 
risks and building resilience, perseverance and optimism for acting on feedback 
given. 
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Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
This booklet provides information for parents about the courses our students follow.  It is vital 
that parents are well-informed – the success of your child depends to a great extent on the 
strength of the partnership between you and school staff, and on the level of support that you 
are able to offer. 
 
We do what we can at school to keep students focused but we rely heavily on parents’ 
support.  We hope that you will emphasise the importance of: 
 
a) being organised – please support your child and make sure they have: 
 

 Planner 
 Pen and spare pen 
 Pencil and spare pencils 
 Ruler, rubber and sharpener 
 Calculator 
 The books they need for the day 

 
The demands of school work will gradually become more complex.  Students will need 
varying levels of support in prioritising and meeting deadlines – the principle that they should 
try to do homework on the night that it is set remains valid. 
 
However, we also need to acknowledge that they are growing up and so should be trusted to 
plan their own schedules and set their own priorities to an increasing extent. 
 
b) concentrating on homework – please insist that your son/daughter does their homework 
on a table in a quiet space in which they can concentrate. Access to a computer is 
increasingly useful of course, but books and paper have a continuing value too! 
 
c) healthy habits – 11 and 12 year olds are going through all sorts of physical and emotional 
changes.  They need more sleep than adults; they need to be encouraged to eat a balanced 
diet and to drink enough water.   
 
d) attendance and punctuality – we need to see students at school punctually at 8.40am; we 
would like to see every student every day.  PLEASE do not take holidays in term-time. 
 
Finally, I would like to encourage you to talk to your child about their work and to help them 
to see the wonder of what they are learning.  We want students to remain excited about the 
world around them and to value learning for its own sake – as adults, we can model these 
ideals and communicate them to our children. 
 
 
Simon Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Our Vision for the Future   
 
We want to be an outstanding school with four key characteristics: 
 
An ethos of kindness  
Everyone should always feel valued, that they belong and can be themselves 
Everyone should treat others with kindness, respect, tolerance, consideration and 
  acceptance 
Everyone has a responsibility to contribute to a safe, happy, welcoming, calm and 
  ordered community in which no person should experience unkindness or bullying 
 
Excellent learning behaviours 
Everyone sincerely values education, abides by our rules and never prevents others 
  from learning 
All learners strive to build independence, engage fully and participate in leadership 
  Opportunities 
   All learners take risks and build resilience by acting on feedback given with 
  perseverance and optimism 
 
A culture of high expectations 
Everyone has an ambition to make excellent progress 
All learners will be pushed hard to push themselves, will be stretched academically and 
  challenging targets will be deliberately set. 
All learners’ individual needs and talents will be carefully identified, understood and 
  provided for 
 
Preparation for life after school 
All learners will leave school well-equipped for adult life in a time of rapid and 
  unpredictable change 
All learners will become good citizens, aware of their responsibilities and rights, with a 
  broad understanding of their role in their local, national and global communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



4 
 

The Crofton Curriculum 
 
 

At Crofton school we are striving to develop a curriculum which: 
 Challenges all our students 
 Meets the needs of all our students 
 Promotes independent learning 
 Allows flexibility and variety in pace and differentiation by time 
 Exploits alternative methods of teaching and technology 
 Promotes non examined enrichment extension activities 
 Is reasonable and manageable for both staff and students 
 Offers guided choice at both key stages 
 Considers progression from primary school to college and the world of work 
 Values and promotes equality of provision for all. 
 Works within the spirit and guidance of the National Curriculum 
 Promotes the values of spiritual, cultural, moral and social understanding (SCMS) 

 
 

 
LEARNING AND TEACHING AT CROFTON SCHOOL 

 
 

Staff at Crofton have identified clearly the types of learner they wish to promote as follows: 
 
When students leave Crofton School at 16 we want them to be: 

 fully independent, self-motivated learners 
 enquiring, inquisitive and tenacious 
 courteous 
 organised and resourceful 
 responsible 
 confident and not afraid to try 
 enthusiastic and ambitious 
 prepared academically and socially for life outside school 
 willing to get involved in the community and be ready to be a full citizen 

 
to have: 

 a positive attitude to themselves and others 
 attended school regularly and punctually 
 achieved their best 
 enjoyed school 
 respect for themselves and others 
 a sense of community 
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To promote this ideal throughout Years 7-11 we will encourage and develop the 
ability of all students to: 

 work co-operatively 
 strive for the best but realise that everyone has different strengths and potential 
 value academic and non-academic achievement 
 learn autonomously 
 be pro-active in catching up and seeking help when necessary 
 respect others 
 meet deadlines and understand time management 
 to attend school and lessons punctually 
 take pride in their work 
 understand their own capabilities in a realistic way 
 accept constructive feedback and act on it 
 take pride in presentation 
 confidently express their ideas and thoughts orally and on paper 
 value all subjects 
 be inquisitive and challenging through developing their opinions 
 be self disciplined 
 make sensible and informed decisions 
 take responsibility 
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LEARNER GRADES 

Active Learner Grades. These grades are for attitude and effort. They should be discussed with and 
awarded to students regularly. They are formally reported once per term. 

 

AL1 Are you? 

 

 

Do you? 

 Keen/enthusiastic and interested in learning 
 Willing to work: on your own, in pairs or in a group. 
 Actively seeking opportunities to extend your learning independently 

 
 Aim to do the best you can 
 Welcome new challenges 
 Ask questions as well as answer them 
 Take pride in your work 

 

AL2 Are you?  Willing to learn 
 Able to work on your own, in pairs or in a group. 
 Using teacher feedback/help to try to improve your work 

   
 Do you?  Join in with lesson activities 

 Try Hard 

   

AL3 Are you? 
 
 
Do you? 

 Willing to improve with teacher guidance 
 Co-operative but sometimes not actively involved in the lesson 

 
 Sometimes have to be guided to stay on task and concentrate fully 
 Sometimes come to lessons unprepared for learning 

   

AL4 

 

Are you? 
 
 
Do you? 

 Lacking enthusiasm or willingness to try hard 
 Unwilling to work co-operatively 

 
 Often have to be guided to stay on task 
 Often come without the right books and equipment 

 
 

Quality Grades. These should be awarded for particular pieces of work at KS3 and 4 (though sometimes it 
may be more applicable to award ‘levels’ at KS3 for certain pieces of work 

 

Q1 Exceptional quality 

Q2 Good quality in line with ability 

Q3 Satisfactory quality slightly below ability. Student should improve the piece of work. 

Q4 Unsatisfactory quality well below ability. Student must resubmit improved version of work 

 

Age Related Expectation. These should be awarded to students in Year 7, 8 and 9.   

 

A Students working above age-related expectations 

O Students working at age-related expectations 

B Students working below age-related expectations 
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Homework Deadline. These grades are to encourage greater attention to the quality and time 
management of homework students are producing. They are also meant to assess student’s independent 
learning skills. 
 
When completing homework/independent study you are developing a range of habits of mind. 
Persistence (P), Thinking and Communication with Clarity and Precision (TC), Questioning and Posing 
Problems (Q), Accuracy (A), Application of prior knowledge to a new situation (AP)     

 

HW1 You always produce homework that is on time and that shows: 

a) You have spent sufficient time on it as indicated by your teacher. (P) 

b) You have presented it well and thought about the layout.  (TC)  

c) You have not just copied and pasted information from the internet, but have made an 
effort to explain things in your own words. (Q) 

d) You have spent time thinking about the organisation and layout of your work, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are of the standard expected. (A)  

e) You have completed tasks to the best of your ability and you have developed your 
thinking. (AP)   

HW2 You usually produce homework on time and that shows: 

a. You have spent sufficient time on it as indicated by your teacher. (P)  

b. You have presented it well and thought about the layout. (TC)  

c. You have not just copied and pasted information from the internet, but have made an effort 
to explain things in your own words. (Q)  

d. You have spent time thinking about the organisation and layout of your work, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are of the standard expected. (A)  

e. You have completed tasks to the best of your ability and tried to solve problems. (AP)  

HW3 You usually produce homework that is late and that shows: 

a) You have clearly rushed it and/or copied from the internet without putting it into your own 
words (P)  

b) You have not spent time on the presentation and is not at the standard expected by your 
teacher. (TC)  

c) You have not answered the question or asked for help from your teacher. (AP)  

d) You have not completed whole tasks or parts of the tasks set. (A)       

HW4 You regularly produce homework that is late and is not acceptable: 

a) You have clearly rushed it and/or copied from the internet without putting it into your own 
words (P)  

b) You have not spent time on the presentation and is not at the standard expected by your 
teacher. (TC)  

c) You have not answered the question or asked for help from your teacher. (AP) 

d) You have not completed the tasks or asked for help from your teacher. (A)       
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A summary of the Crofton School Marking Policy – 
Information for parents 

 
 
Principles. 
 
At Crofton School we believe that: 

 All work should be acknowledged by the teacher 
 Marking is more effective when 

- some pieces of work are marked in depth for detailed formative assessment 
- feedback is focussed and informs future work 
- students share the assessment criteria 

 Not every piece of work needs to be marked in depth 
 Sometimes grading can prevent students from taking notice of written comments 
 Developing literacy skills is the responsibility of all teachers. 
 Grading systems should be shared with the students/parents  
 
 

Practice:  
 
There are different types of marking/assessment used at Crofton School.   
 
Sometimes teachers do a quick check to see that students are attempting the work and 
completing homework.  All work undertaken by students is regularly acknowledged by the 
teacher or self assessed by the student under teacher guidance.  Teacher acknowledgement 
might be a verbal check or a tick, signature or brief comment on written work. 

 
Some pieces of work are marked in more depth and the teacher will give detailed feedback 
on certain pieces of key work to allow students to see strengths and areas for improvement.   
 
We believe in the importance of good literacy for our students and on a regular basis some 
student written work is marked for common literacy errors, grammar, spelling and 
punctuation.  
 
 
The coding used for literacy marks is as follows: 
 

Symbol Explanation 

Osp 
Spelling error – correct this spelling then copy it out correctly in the 
margin.  Year 7 write in their planner for use in spelling lane. 

Op 
Punctuation error.  Work out what the mistake is and correct it.  Tally 
errors and set target for the most common mistakes and feed forward! 

\ or / Sentence break.  A new sentence should start here. 

\\ or // Paragraph break.  A new paragraph should start here. 

?or What do you mean here?  Read over the section and make it clear. 

^ Omission.  Something is missing here.  Work out what it is and add in. 
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A summary of the Crofton School Independent Learning policy 
 

 

 

Homework principles 
 
At Crofton School we believe that setting work to be completed outside the classroom 
will: 

 encourage students to develop the practice of independent study; 
 develop perseverance and self discipline; 
 allow practice, when it is needed, of skills learned in the classroom; 
 permit more ground to be covered and more rapid progress to be made; 
 enable class work to concentrate on those activities requiring the teacher’s 

presence; 
 open up areas of study and make possible the use of materials and sources of 

information that are not accessible in the classroom; 
 involve parents (and other adults) in students’ work. 

 
 
Practice 
 
What type of Homework Activities do we set? 
 

 Homework and independent learning is varied in style and should match the 
needs of the student. It may include: 
- project-style homework which may be undertaken over a period of weeks, 
- reading,  
- learning for a test,  
- exercises to develop skills learnt in the classroom,  
- research-type activities,  
- collection of data and materials,  
- exploration in libraries,  
- preparation for the subject’s next lesson,  
- completion of controlled assessment at KS4. 

 
 Work set is work that can be completed independently in the absence of a teacher 

and is relevant to ongoing class work. 
 Students with Special Educational Needs or whose first language is not English 

are given special consideration when Homework is set to ensure that they are 
being set work appropriate to their needs. 

 
 
 
 
 

We believe that work done outside the classroom and independently of the teacher has 
a vital role to play, not only in the academic development of our students, but also in the 
development of their self-reliance, self-motivation and personal responsibility.  At Key 
Stage 3 we aim to ‘train’ students through homework and setting work to be completed 
outside lessons to plan their own time and learning at Key Stage 4.  We aim for 
students to become increasingly independent learners and believe that work completed 
outside the classroom environment contributes to this. 
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How do teachers, students and parents keep track of Homework and Deadlines? 
 

 All Year 7 students are issued with a planner/journal that is used to record 
homework set, together with other important deadlines and reminders.   
 

 Homework is always acknowledged by teachers - either by written or verbal 
marking, checking to see it has been completed, testing or by using some other 
appropriate form of recognition.   

 
 Subjects set homework assignments which are placed on Show my Homework.   

 
 Parents of Year 7 students are requested to sign the planner each week.   

 
 Individual staff keep homework records for their classes to monitor quantity and 

quality of homework completed and to be able to give a deadline grade termly for 
each student. 

 
 
How is Homework set? 
 

 Time is planned into the lesson to explain what the homework is and for the 
students to record it fully in their planner.  

 
 The norm for Homework setting is that Year 7 staff set at least 20 minutes as a 

minimum per subject and 30 minutes in the core subjects per week.  This 
increases in Year 8.  

 
 The amount of homework set is related to the demands of the schemes of work, 

the ability of the student and their age.  Students will be set more homework as 
they move through the key stage in preparation for the demands of KS4. 

 
 
What happens if students do not complete the Homework to the deadline set or to the 
quality expected? 
 

 Should students not hand homework in on time they will be required to attend 
support sessions or catch-up sessions.  At the discretion of the teacher students 
may be allowed 24 hours to retrieve late homework.  If they fail to do so, they are 
given a sanction.  
 

 Subject Leaders/Heads of Year inform parents if there is a persistent issue with 
non-completion of homework. This will be reflected in the homework grade 
awarded at the end of each term 

 
 Students who have not completed homework to a satisfactory standard (Q4 

grade) will, with guidance and support, be expected to complete the task again. 
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How does Crofton School Support Students in completing Homework and becoming 
more independent learners? 
 

 The school offers support for students in their independent learning through: 
 

-     a regular Homework club which meets after school: 
  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 3:10 – 4:30pm in IT6 
  Wednesday 2:10 – 3:30pm in IT6 
- individual or group support sessions run by subject teachers 
- an accessible Learning Resource Centre which is also open every day during 

the school day.   
 
 
What are our expectations of students? 
 
We expect students to do their best as they move through the school, trying to become more 
independent learners.  Students should write their homework down clearly in their planners 
and check SMHW regularly and make every effort to meet the deadlines set.  If they are 
unable to meet the deadline for a legitimate reason then we expect them to bring in a note 
from home on paper or in their planner.  If they are unable to attempt the homework because 
they find it too difficult or do not understand it then we expect them to talk to their tutor, their 
subject teacher or their parents to get help, preferably before the homework is due in. 
 
 
How do we encourage our parents to contribute to this process? 
 
Parents can help students by: 

 Providing a quiet, environment at home were homework can be attempted. 
 Talking to their son/daughter and monitoring that Homework is being attempted 

and completed on time.  This is particularly important with project-style homework.  
Some students need to have their work regularly checked to ensure their 
independent learning skills are developing well. For example, it is vital that 
students use the internet as a tool to locate, evaluate and use information with 
skill and care. Students should always use their own words and not simply ‘copy 
and paste’ the work of another as their own. Students work will not be accepted in 
most cases if this is done 

 Providing encouragement and help. 
 Encouraging students to use external sources of help – the internet, the library, 

museums, videos etc. 
 Providing a note of support to explain to the teacher if there has been a 

‘homework crisis’! 
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Skills of independent learning across the curriculum 
 
 
Independent learning skills are essential in preparation for life and success in education 
beyond school.  Independent learning skills promote students’ ability in reviewing, recording 
and reflecting on their learning.  They also encourage independence in problem-solving, 
decision-making and organisation.  However, they take time to establish and, for many 
students, require deliberate teaching and modelling.  Therefore, if students are to become 
actively involved in increasing their independence in their own learning, they need firstly to 
acquire the ability to learn how to learn.  A supportive environment, that allows students to 
learn from mistakes and build on their successes, is a pre-requisite.  Ideally, such skill 
building will be started early and sustained throughout an individual’s learning. 
 
There are many skills of independent learning.  We have identified some of the important 
ones and provided some useful guidance and reminders for when students are learning in 
school and at home.  
 
Revising 

 Find out exactly what you have to revise from your teacher. What are the key points 
and themes? 

 Learn your key words and their meanings.  Be confident at using the subject 
vocabulary correctly 

 Don’t just read through notes or textbooks 

 Find out exactly what style of revision works for you e.g. making revision flash or 
cue cards, designing concept/mind maps or spider diagrams, getting a partner to test 
you etc. 

 Transfer information from one source to another e.g. summarise key points from a 
detailed exercise book into a notebook 

 Break up revision into manageable segments. Take breaks 

 Complete real examples of exam questions and use mark schemes. These are 
widely available on exam board websites free of charge 

 Don’t leave revision until the last minute 

 Use highlighter pens to pick out important points in your notes 

 For blocks of exams, make a revision timetable 

Researching 

 In general, do not use Wikipedia (unless your teacher permits it or you use it as a 
starting point) 

 Don’t waste valuable time on the internet.  Find out from your teacher exactly how 
long you have to complete the research task.  Plan how you are going to use the time 
well. 

 Never copy and paste (unless your teacher gives you permission).  You need to 
read, understand and summarise in your own words 

 Highlight evidence that you have actually read and understood the sources 

 Make a list of references or bibliography 

 Know what to select and what to reject i.e. be a critical researcher.  Ask your teacher 
if you are uncertain 

 Never use words or phrases you don’t understand.  Look up the meanings first. 

 Use your skills of ‘skimming and scanning’ 
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Presenting 

 Select the information carefully.  Keep the information to a minimum 

 Use of a variety of ways of presenting: PP, Prezi, posters, drama, storyboards, cue 
cards etc. 

 Don’t read out from your slides, posters etc.  Your audience will not enjoy you 
reading from a script, especially if they have the words in front of them too! 

 Your presentation should be a pleasure to look at and listen to and address the task 
set 

 Use good skills of presenting.  Skills include: physical presence, awareness of 
audience, use of time, reading the audience (know when they are bored), selecting 
the right media etc.  Look at the section on ‘Public Speaking’ below 

 Don’t just rely on Powerpoint. There can be problems with PP. It is not the right 
method when presenting to 2-3 people for example. 

 In group presentations all members need to contribute 

 Practise well 

 Copying and pasting is not allowed on any presentation 

 Don’t overuse animation - there must be a point to it other than just entertainment 

 Posters are more than a pretty title.  Limit the time you spend on the title and artistic 
presentations. There should be links on the poster.  Posters should help you and 
others to learn. 

Public speaking 

 Raise your voice 

 Look at your audience 

 Concentrate on a limited number of key points 

 Don’t use fillers (ehm, err..) 

 Present with confidence - relax, smile, think about how you stand, be aware of the 
tone of your voice etc 

 Don’t speak too quickly 

 Enunciate - use clear diction 

 Speak with expression 

 Listen carefully to the feedback you receive and try to improve the next time you 
speak in front of people 

 Use visual aids 

Planning 

 Planning is a very important process in order to produce a quality outcome.  Listen 
carefully to your teacher’s expectations of planning 

 Write in full sentences even though you don’t have to add the detail yet e.g. bullet 
points, headings etc. 

 Planning does not mean ‘rough work’. It should be of high quality. 
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Collaborative learning and teamwork including group discussion 

 Follow instructions from your teacher 

 Be clear about your outcomes 

 Stay on task and don’t bother another group 

 Listen and always show respect to each other 

 Divide task equally into roles.  Give everyone a chance to contribute.  Encourage 
others who find it difficult to contribute 

 Try not to dominate or take over 

 Why not spend time completing a piece at home together? 

 Refer to your planners for guidance on effective discussion 

 Your conversation must always be constructive 

Drawing graphs 

 Do not make inappropriate, inaccurate or flashy graphs from excel e.g. doughnuts, 
3-D etc 

 Make a sensible scale. The graph should be large enough to interpret the data 
quickly and easily. Marks are given in lots of subjects for interpreting 

 Scales must be even 

 Correct graphs which are so small that the detail cannot be adequately picked out 

 Always use a ruler 

 Axes must always be clearly labelled 

 Select the appropriate type of graph to suit the variables- discreet or continuous 
data 

 Graphs should have a title, be drawn using a sharp pencil and labelled in ink 

Time management and organisation 

 Ensure you arrive to each lesson on time 

 You will be ready to learn: 

1. Sit in your usual place, with uniform correct 

2. get out your: books, a pen, a pencil, a ruler and your planner 

3. Listen quietly while the teacher briefs you 

 Use your planner well. Make sure all homework and deadlines are recorded 

 Take responsibility for your own learning 

Risk taking 

 Always have a go. It is okay to make mistakes if you learn from them.  Say what you 
think and don’t be afraid to be wrong 

 Give constructive feedback to other students 

 Take criticism well and be open to change.  This builds resilience. 

 Always ask if you are unsure 

 Be prepared for your teacher doing something out of the ordinary sometimes.  

 Prioritise your work according to the handing in dates 

 Use scrap paper for putting together ideas and taking risks because this is not so 
‘final’ as putting it in your exercise books 
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Hypothesis testing 

 Hypothesis testing is about proving or disproving an idea 

 Always ask these two questions first: what information will I need and how will I go 
about my testing 

 Know that ‘disproving’ is not failing the task. In many ways it can often be more useful.

Extended writing 

 Follow the guidance given by your teacher.  You will be given some specific 
instructions, minimum expectations or even a writing plan or frame 

 Always think about the your audience 

 Always consider the main purpose of your writing e.g. persuasive writing 

 If using PEE or PEEL, is good to use colour coding to show you have used all parts 
accurately 

Statistical Analysis 

 Use only appropriate statistics.  

 Evaluate your statistics- are they valid? 

 It is important to draw conclusions from the graphs or data 

 Present your analysis in a clear way 
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ART 
 
 

The Creative Arts Faculty aims to produce high standards of achievement.  This is 
encouraged by unlocking the creativity of learners through the opportunities given in Art, 
Dance, Drama, Music and Physical Education both in the curriculum and extensive after 
school programmes. 

 
 
  

 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Miss M Harris Subject Leader – Art and Photography 

Mr J Ainsworth Assistant Headteacher/Art and Photography Teacher 

Miss N Sparrow Art and Photography Teacher 
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ART – YEAR 7 
 

 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
All students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 

 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Over the course of the year, students will respond to a number of starting points from four 
key areas. 
1.    Knowledge and understanding of artists 
2.    Making skills 
3.    Development of own creative ideas 
4.    Final outcome 
 
Projects covered in Year 7 will be: 
 Natural forms 
 Sweets 
 Pop Art 
 Buildings 

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Generating Ideas 
Basic plan and develop an idea as work progresses 
Research, select, take inspiration from two different images 
 
Making 
TONE - Basic apply tones in the right places 
SHAPE - Basic produce identifiable shapes 
TEXTURE – Basic apply a range of actual texture 
COLOUR – Basic apply hardedge using a limited palette 
LINE – Basic use two mark making techniques to create fluid line 
FORM – Basic turn 2D work into actual 3D 
PATTERN – Basic use repeat, reflect, rotate 
SPACE – Basic start to use positive/negative space 
  
Evaluating 
Basic use five spec words in context 
 
Knowledge 
Basic reproduce artists work in relevant media 
Basic apply artists’ shapes and colours to own work 



18 
 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Two types of homework are generally set. 

1.   Research tasks – students demonstrate their knowledge through tests. 

2.   Practical tasks – students are given 1 week to complete tasks often relating to 

      classwork which extend and enable them to practice their skills. 

 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Work will be assessed using formative assessment and students will be expected to and 
encouraged to act on feedback and improve work. 
 
Each project will be assessed against the 4 key areas. 
1.     Knowledge and understanding 
2.     Making 
3.     Development of ideas 
4.     Final outcomes 
 
Students will be entering, progressing, securing or exceeding the age related expectations as 
laid out in the mastery statement. 

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Students are expected to attend lessons with the following equipment: 

Pencils, eraser, coloured pencils, black biro, sharpener. 

 
 
 

Useful Websites 
 
www.tate.org.uk 
www.oneworldmagazine.org/gallery/abo 
 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Art 
 
Encourage time spent on homework and aim to provide a range of suitable materials at 
home. 

Subject cont.                 Art – Year 7
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COMPUTING  
 
 
The subject of Computing shares a common goal; namely, to equip students with the 
necessary knowledge and skills to enable them to interact with and adapt to, the ever 
changing demands of today’s society. 
 
Teachers of this subject aim to encourage creativity in problem solving activities, resulting in 
practical and logical solutions. 
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mr A Kinslow Subject Leader – Computing 

Mr D Birch Computing Teacher 

Mrs J Wilson Computing Teacher 
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Computing – YEAR 7 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Students are taught in mixed ability classes in tutor groups. 

 

Description of Course Content 
 
This subject is focused on providing students with skills and knowledge that will prepare 
them for the future workplace and the rapidly developing digital world they will live in.   
 
Over the year, the subject will focus on several topic areas: 
 Computer Science 
 Digital Literacy 
 E-safety  
  
Computer Science will allow students to learn how the digital world works.  They will develop 
their knowledge of how computers, the internet and other communication devices work.  
They will learn how to create modern digital products including games, web pages and 
computer programs.  They will learn two languages – Small Basic and HTML. 

Digital literacy focusses on developing students’ data handling and communication skills.  
They will use spreadsheets to analyse and interpret data, and use a range of different 
creative packages to present and communicate information and data. 
 
Throughout all the topics, the students will develop their knowledge of what it means to be a 
safe and responsible contributor to the modern world.  They will learn how to use technology 
safely, respectfully, responsibly and securely, including protecting their online identity and 
privacy; recognise inappropriate content, contact and conduct and know how to report 
concerns. 

 

Skills Being Developed 
 
In addition to developing their knowledge of computer science and their digital literacy, as 
outlined above, the students will develop their knowledge of the software packages: 
 Computer Science 
 Word Processing 
 Presentations 
 Photo Editing 
 Web Design 
 Scratch and Python Coding 
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Subject cont.        Computing – Year 7 

 
 

Homework Policy 
 
The students should expect to be set homework twice per half term.  These will be a 
combination of quizzes and project based tasks.  Homework might be paper or computer 
based, and may include a number of activities from reinforcing work in lessons, planning and 
researching for future tasks, through to research projects and extended pieces of writing. 

 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Work will be assessed using formative assessment and students will be expected to and 
encouraged to act on feedback and improve work. 
 
Each project will be assessed against the following key areas: 
 Algorithms 
 Programming 
 Data 
 Hardware 
 Internet 
 IT Skills 
 
Students will be entering, progressing securing or exceeding the age-related expectations as 
laid out in the mastery statement. 
 
Computing staff regularly monitor, review and feedback to students to ensure that they are 
aware of current performance and how they can improve this level of performance. 
 
Students may also take part in self, peer and group assessment during the year and this is 
integrated into target setting. 

 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Students have access to the schools computing facilities.  If they have access to a PC at 
home, this will be an advantage but is not essential.  Students are able to access the 
facilities within the Library Resource if they need to use a PC outside of school hours. 
 
Periodically, students may need/want to take work home with them.  They can email work 
home but might find a USB drive useful.  They will also receive extra information via ‘Show 
My Homework’. 

Students are also required to bring headphones to each lesson. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
The subjects of Design and Technology, Business and Digital Studies share a common goal; 
namely, to equip students with the necessary knowledge and skills to enable them to interact 
with and adapt to, the ever changing demands of today’s society. 
 
Teachers of these subjects aim to encourage creativity in problem solving activities resulting 
in practical and logical solutions. 
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Miss C Swann Subject Leader – Design and Technology 

Mr A Brown Design and Technology Teacher 

Mrs L Griffiths Design and Technology Teacher 

Mrs C Taylor       Design and Technology Teacher 

Mrs N O’Beirne Design and Technology Teacher 

Mrs J Wedick Design and Technology Teacher  
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – YEAR 7 
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Students are placed in mixed ability groups. 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Design Technology is taught using modules via a carousel system. 
 
Each module lasts 1 term and students complete six modules in total throughout Years 7 and 
8: Graphics, Food, Resistant Materials, CAD/CAM, Textiles and Product Design.  In each 
module students will undertake design and make tasks specific to that material area. 
 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Safe use of hand and electrical tools and equipment. 
Basic rules of hygiene. 
Use of materials, ingredients and components. 
How to design to meet needs. 
Effective research skills. 
Development of designing skills and improvement of drawing skills. 
Extending and refining practical skills in each specialist area. 
Systems and control. 
Evaluation of commercial products. 
 
The main key concepts underpinning the subject being, designing and making, cultural 
understanding, creativity and critical evaluation. 
 
Computing Skills 
Basic skills, word processing, spreadsheets, business practice basics, market research 
techniques, Computer Aided Design and Manufacture where appropriate, and Desk Top 
Publishing. 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Homework is set as a single task or arising from a lesson and involves such activities as 
research, planning and evaluating.  There are also extended research projects that enable 
students to develop independent learning skills.  Whole school homework policy is followed 
when starting in Year 7. 
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Subject cont.   Design and Technology – Year 7 

 
 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Individual pieces of paperwork may be marked as well as completed projects and finished 
practical products.  The techniques and processes are marked alongside the overall quality 
of items made. 
 
Key pieces of work are assessed against age-related expectation.  

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Basic calculator. 
A hair band to tie back long hair is essential to comply with Health and Safety regulations.   
It is essential that students wear sensible shoes that offer adequate protection to the feet. 

 
 
 

Useful Websites 
 
www.nutrition.org.uk     www.defra.gov.uk/food-farming 
www.clothesline.com     www.fabriclink.com 
www.texi.org      www.simplicity.com 
www.dtonline.org     www.technologystudent.com 
www.bbc.com/bitesize 
 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Design and Technology 
 
Make sure that your child has a quiet space in which to work. 
 
Try to provide general reference materials, books, magazines, newspapers, the Internet. 
 
In this subject it is vital that ideas are communicated clearly.  Try to make sure that your child 
presents work to the best of their ability.  Name, date, title, clear annotation, use of colour. 
 
When working on design ideas, encourage them to explain their designs, for example; the 
suitability of the materials they have chosen and how well their ideas suit the intended 
purpose of the product. 
 
Encourage the use of computing skills where appropriate for designing and word processing. 
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DRAMA 
 
 

The Creative Arts Faculty aims to produce high standards of achievement.  This is 
encouraged by unlocking the creativity of learners through the opportunities given in Art, 
Dance, Drama, Music and Physical Education both in the curriculum and extensive after 
school programmes. 

 
 
 

 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mrs K West Subject Leader – Drama (Part Time) 

Ms K Bilsby Drama and English Teacher (Part Time) 

Miss J Hull Drama Trainee 

Mrs L Stevenson Drama Teacher 
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DRAMA – YEAR 7 
 

 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Year 7 are taught Drama in their tutor group. 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 

Year 7’s focus is on character and role. 

Term 1  Developing Stagecraft 
Term 2  Building Character and Acting Skills 
Term 3  Exploring Characters in Context 

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
A range of drama styles, concepts and techniques are explored during Year 7 to build a 
basic understanding of stagecraft and performance appreciation.  Particular focus is placed 
upon the development of self-confidence, communication and group work skills, with a close 
focus towards developing character and role.  A key part of the course develops the ability to 
thoughtfully analyse and evaluate performance work using drama terminology.  In addition to 
this, the following skills will be explored and developed: 

 Stagecraft 
 Characterisation – Creating and sustaining a role 
 Voice 
 Physicalisation and movement 
 Audience awareness and use of space 
 Techniques: Still Image, Mime, Role Play, Cross-cutting, Choral Speech, Improvisation 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Homework is set appropriately to suit the unit requirements.  This could be in the form of: 
bringing in an object; undertaking research; finding costume/props; set, lighting and sound 
design; creative writing; reflective and evaluative tasks.  

Students will often be asked to bring in props and costume.  Please do not bring anything 
that could be construed as a weapon. 
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Marking and Assessment 

There is an on-going review of students’ work.  Particular performances are targeted and 
assessed each year.  These key pieces are assessed using Mastery Statements.  Student 
target setting and assessments are recorded in their drama booklet.  Self, peer and teacher 
feedback, as well as evaluation, is recorded in these booklets. 

The four key areas of assessment in Drama are: 
 Theatre roles/stagecraft 
 Acting skills 
 Dramatic features 
 Theory 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 

No additional equipment is required but a creative imagination is essential! 

 

Useful Websites 

Due to the broad nature of the subject discipline there are many websites which students 
may wish to use for research purposes.  Some suggested links are below: 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/english/speaking_listening/drama/revision/1/ 
www.nationaltheatre.org.uk    
 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Drama  

 Support your child when learning lines/developing a character by asking them to speak 
their part out loud to you; having an audience can really encourage them. 

 Help your child access as many different dramatic art forms as possible – attending local 
performances and arts events; television documentaries and dramas; video clips; films 
etc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    Drama – Year 7
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ENGLISH FACULTY 
 
Our vision:  

• Engage openly.   
• Question critically.   
• Think independently. 

 
As a faculty, we aim to secure the basic literacy skills that are essential to enable each of us 
to function effectively in life, whilst at the same time teaching students how to question, 
discuss and think for themselves: to select critically, to interpret and to make their own mind 
up about wealth of information that is available to them in the modern world. 
 

 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mrs S Gronow Faculty Leader 

Mrs J Winkles Deputy Faculty Leader 

Miss S Baldock English Teacher 

Mrs E Beach English Teacher 

Ms K Bilsby English and Drama Teacher 

Mrs C Downham English Teacher 

Mr J Guariglia English Teacher 

Mrs M Limburn English Teacher 

Miss D Silvester English Teacher/Head of Film Studies 

Mrs K West Subject Leader of Drama/English Teacher 

Mr A Wright English Teacher 

Mrs S Latter English Teacher (SEN) 



 

 
ENGLISH – YEAR 7 
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Year 7 are taught English in tutor groups. 

 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
The students follow a progressive Key Stage 3 course based on the requirements of the 
revised National Curriculum and in line with the Government’s literacy initiatives.  All students 
are required to study the use of language at word, sentence and text level in the context of a 
range of narrative and non-fiction texts.  Reading and Writing skills descriptors are assessed 
to inform student progress and target setting.  The work of both classic and contemporary 
writers is used in the study of literature and to exemplify writers at work. 
 
One lesson per fortnight is scheduled for the Learning Resource Centre as an Accelerated 
Reader Lesson; one lesson per fortnight focuses on spelling and oracy.  
  
Term 1  - ‘Transition Unit ‘Cabinet of Curiosities’ 
  - ‘Disaster Strikes’ 
Term 2  - ‘Identity’ 
Term 3  - ‘Education’ 
 
Written accuracy will remain a focus throughout the year. 

 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing at levels dependent upon the student’s ability and 
needs. 

 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Homework is set in accordance with school policy and revision.  Homework will focus on: 

      - Knowledge quizzes based on the unit being studied 
      - Spelling strategies and revision based on the spelling booklet issued to all  

students in September. 

 
 

 
 
 

29 



30 
 

Subject cont.    English – Year 7 

 
 

Assessing in English 
 
Students’ work in English will be marked and assessed regularly against their age related 
expectations (ARE) for Reading and Writing in Years 7, 8 and 9.  We use the same model of 
assessment as many other Hampshire schools using apprentice tasks/writing bursts to 
identify strengths and weaknesses in a child’s work. This then allows the teacher to modify 
their teaching to ensure that all students are able to improve before setting a mastery task, 
which students complete independently, to assess progress and inform next steps. 
 
There are several skills of assessment for Reading and a link to the full document is 
available on the school website.   
 
There are also several skills of assessment for Writing, for which the full document will be 
available on the school website.   
 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
The focus of marking and assessment in English in Years, 7, 8 and 9 is on improving moving 
towards, or above, ARE.  This means that most marking in exercise books will be formative, 
with suggestions or models for improvement covered in subsequent lessons: students are 
expected to respond to a teacher’s comments and address areas identified.  In each unit of 
work, there will be a/or a series of apprentice tasks/writing bursts (a practice) and a mastery 
task (a final piece) that can be used to assess the same skills for Reading or Writing.  These 
will be used by the teacher as evidence for the awarding of grades for specific skills. 
 
All work in school is kept in students’ exercise books, so it is important that children take 
good care of their books as they will contain work that may be referred back to, or revised 
from, later in the year. 

 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
A reliable pen (black or blue ink), highlighter, pencil, ruler, eraser, glue stick, optional 
dictionary and thesaurus and a personal reading book. 

 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in English 
 
As an English department, we are often asked what parents can do to help their children. 
 
In the following information you will find some general suggestions in response to the most 
frequently raised questions.  Some, perhaps all, of the suggestions will be seen as obvious.  
If they are, it probably indicates that you’re doing the best you can already.  The most useful 
approach is to show an active interest in what your child does at school; talk to them about 
what they are reading; challenge vocabulary through games and talk to them about cultural, 
historical and current affairs. 
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Ways to support your child’s learning in English (cont.) 
 
Spelling.  We encourage students to use a range of spelling strategies.  A file entitled ‘How 
to Learn Spellings’ is available on the school’s Home Learning page.  In Year 7, half of one 
lesson per fortnight will be dedicated to a spelling programme. 
 
The programme encourages students to understand why they have made the mistakes in 
order to apply the most appropriate spelling strategy and to encourage them to take an 
interest in analysing their own errors so that progress can be made. 
 
Talk with your child about their school life and school work.  Encourage them to see 
that we are all (student, parent and teacher) working towards the same end – the best 
education possible, and that we are all learning all of the time. 
 
Take an interest in what they read, and read some of their books.  If possible, continue 
to read to and with them.  Encourage them to try ‘new’ books and authors, but remember that 
it is valuable and important to return to old favourites!  There are lots of recommendations in 
the library. 
 
Take an interest in what your child writes.  However, it is important that you read as a 
reader, not as a judge, critic or examiner.  Comment on (or challenge) ideas and meaning 
before commenting on surface features such as spelling and punctuation.  Explain your 
comments to them.  If they get ‘stuck’ while writing, help them through discussion but avoid 
giving them the exact words to write – to be of value, the work must be theirs not yours! 
 
The reading and exploring of non-fiction texts is an essential part of a student’s 
progression; it is beneficial to encourage the reading of newspapers and magazines on 
topics that interest them.  It helps reinforce sentence structure and spelling, but it is also a 
good way to extend their productive vocabulary.  More importantly, it supports the more 
difficult skills of understanding different structural features of text types and the creation of a 
writer’s tone and voice.  A student who is an active reader will invariably become strong in 
their writings skills, as they often apply the knowledge they have learnt to their work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    English – Year 7 
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Ways to support your child’s learning in English (cont.) 
 
When your child has homework, try to provide good working conditions.  This does not 
mean isolating them.  Many youngsters find it easier to concentrate in the company of others; 
if they have to read as part of their homework then you can offer to read with them.  If they 
have writing to do, try to find something to do that requires you to work quietly in their 
company so that you can be ‘on hand’ if needed.  Encourage your child to value the quality 
of their homework.  Your child should be proud of their efforts!  Encourage your child to keep 
to their homework timetable so that deadlines can be met and stress can be avoided. 
 
If your child does not understand their homework assignment then encourage them to 
talk to their teacher – after school support sessions can be readily arranged as an aid 
to understanding.   
 
Access to a spellchecker, dictionary and thesaurus is always available in class: however, 
your child may wish to bring their own – this is a matter for you, the parent, to decide.  The 
important thing for your child to remember is to use them!  A good site to use at home is 
vocabulary.com 
 
Do get in touch with us at once if you have any concerns or queries.  We would much 
rather deal with small problems than wait until they grown into bigger ones!  You should not 
feel that Parent Consultation Evenings are your only opportunity to contact us; a note or a 
telephone call is often all it takes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    English – Year 7 
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KS3 English Diagnostic Assessment Tool – Reading 
 

 

Domain 
Area 

Personal Engagement, 
Voice and Experimentation 

Making Meaning 
Contextual 

Understanding 

Summary, Synthesis 
and Comparison on 

Content 
Lanugage Structure 

Comparison 
and 

Evaluation of 
Methods 

Use of Evidence and  
Technical Vocabulary 

 Engagement Comprehension The Writer’s Craft  

GCSE 
AOS 

Lang: AO1/4  
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO1 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO4, AO3  
Lit: AO3 

Lang: AO1, AO3  
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO2  
Lit: AO2 

Lang: AO2  
Lit: AO2 

Lang: AO3/4  
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO2/4  
Lit: AO1/2 

Above
ARE 

Year 9 

(5) 

Evaluate texts and elements of texts, 
actively seeking out new texts based on 
links, connections, interests and needs 
and justifying preferences and choices 

 
Participate in discussions about texts 
that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

 
Empathise with characters’ and 
writers’ feelings, showing 
understanding of emotions that are 
multi0layered and complex. 

Apply their growing knowledge
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes. 

Read texts aloud (including their 
own work) to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation 
and controlling tone and volume, to 
reflect character, atmosphere and 
meaning. 

Build a coherent interpretation of 
explicit and implied meanings, and 
check that text makes sense by:      
re-reading; asking questions; 
discussing understanding; inferring 
meaning; making predictions and 
exploring alternative perspectives. 

Analyse why a writer has 
chosen to use certain forms, 
genres or levels of formality 
within a text and how these 
affect the reader. 
 
Explore how the context in 
which texts are set, written 
and read can bias and 
influence an audience’s 
understanding of its 
meaning. 

Select and summarise and 
compare the presentation of 
information, ideas and/or 
abstract themes (e.g. the 
theme of love, in contrasting 
poems). 
 
Recall ideas, and skim and 
scan to extract information 
to justify and evidence an 
argument, making choices 
about content, presentation 
and organization of notes. 

Discuss and analyse 
how the writer uses 
language, including 
the cumulative use of 
figurative language 
(e.g. extended 
metaphors) to have a 
specific effect on the 
reader, and what this 
suggests about 
writer’s intentions. 

Analyse how writers’ 
presentation, 
organization of texts 
and structure features 
affect the reader and 
reflect writer’s purpose. 
 
Explore the ways the 
writer has developed a 
character, key theme or 
argument throughout 
the text, using evidence 
to explain. 

 

Compare and 
evaluate a self-
selected range of 
writers’ methods, 
arguing for or against 
possible reader 
responses/writers’ 
intentions. 

Draw together evidence from a 
range of places to back up their 
ideas about explicit and implicit 
meaning. 
 
Use a range of analytical 
vocabulary, choosing when to use 
terminology to analyse the 
writers’/speakers’ methods. 

 
ARE 
Year 9 
(4) 
 
 

Evaluate texts and elements of texts, 
actively seeking out new texts based on 
links, connections, interests and needs 
and justifying preferences and choices. 

 
Participate in discussions about texts 
that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 

 
Show understanding and empathise 
with characters’ and writers’ feelings 
that go beyond their own 
experiences of the world. 

Apply their growing knowledge
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes. 

Read texts aloud (including their 
own work) to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation 
and controlling tone and volume, to 
reflect character, atmosphere and 
meaning. 

Build understanding and check the 
text makes sense by: re-reading; 
asking questions; discussing 
understanding; inferring meaning; 
making predictions and exploring 
connotations, including how 
different connotations can co-exist 

Comment on the use of 
generic features and shifts in 
formality within texts, including 
texts that contain features 
from more than one genre, 
and their effects on the 
reader. 

 
Explore how the context in 
which texts are set and read 
can bias and influence an 
audience’s understanding of 
its meaning. 

Select and summarise 
information and abstract 
themes, (, e.g. love, 
friendship, truth) and 
compare similarities and 
differences in main ideas 
and information. 

Recall ideas, and skim and 
scan to extract information 
about a chosen focus, 
including abstract themes, 
making choices about 
content, presentation and 
organisation of notes. 

Discuss and analyse 
how the writer uses 
language to build 
meaning across a 
text, explaining the 
effect on the reader, 
and what this 
suggests about 
writer’s intentions. 

Recognise and explain 
how the presentation, 
organisation of the 
text/s and specific 
structural features 
affect the reader. 

Track the development 
of individual characters, 
ideas and themes 
through the text, and 
comment on how they 
change and develop. 

Discuss and compare 
the impact of writers’ 
methods within and 
across texts, 
considering the 
intended impact on 
the reader. 

Draw together evidence from a 
range of places to back up their 
ideas about explicit and implicit 
meaning. 

 
Use a range of analytical 
vocabulary and appropriate 
terminology to discuss the writer’s 
methods. 

 
ARE 
Year 8 
(3) 

Evaluate and recommend texts and 
elements of texts (such as character, 
plot, endings etc.) based on personal 
opinions with clear reference to the 
content of texts and other texts they 
have read to justify their responses. 

 
Participate in discussions about texts 
that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 

Show understanding and empathize with 
the characters’ or writers’ feelings in 
familiar contexts, linking wider 
experiences to the text. 

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes. 

Read texts aloud (including their 
own work) to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation 
and controlling tone and volume, to 
reflect character, atmosphere and 
meaning. 

Build understanding and check the 
text makes sense by: re-reading; 
asking questions; discussing 
understanding; inferring meaning; 
making predictions and exploring 
connotations, including how 
different connotations can co-exist. 

Comment on form and genre, 
recognising generic features 
and shifts in formality. 

 
Explore how the context in 
which texts are set and written 
can alter meaning. 

 
Differentiate between writers’ 
use of fact and opinion to 
influence readers. 

Select and summarise the 
main information in a text 
and similarities and/or 
differences between texts in 
their own words. 

 
Recall ideas, and skim and 
scan to extract information 
about a given focus, making 
choices about content, 
presentation and organisation 
of notes 

Discuss how writers 
use language, 
including figurative 
language at word 
and phrase level, 
explaining the impact 
on the reader. 

Recognise and 
comment on a writer’s 
presentation, 
organisation of a text 
and use of main 
structural features and 
how these guide the 
reader. 

 
Track individual 
characters, ideas and 
themes through the text, 
picking out the key 
moments that exemplify 
aspects of these. 

Discuss and 
compare writers’ 
methods and 
choices (, e.g. use of 
character viewpoint, 
dialogue, structural 
features, 
presentation, choice 
of vocabulary), 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader. 

Justify inferences with evidence, 
picking out key words and phrases 
that explicitly and implicitly show 
feelings or ideas and explaining 
their effect on the reader. 

 
Use a range of analytical 
vocabulary and appropriate 
terminology to discuss the writer’s 
methods. 
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Domain 
Area 

Personal Engagement, 
Voice and Experimentation 

Making Meaning 
Contextual 

Understanding 

Summary, Synthesis 
and Comparison on 

Content 
Language Structure 

Comparison 
and 

Evaluation of 
Methods

Use of Evidence and  
Technical Vocabulary 

 
Engagement Comprehension The Writer’s Craft 

GCSE 
AOS 

Lang: AO1/4  
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO1 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO4, AO3  
Lit: AO3 

Lang: AO1, AO3  
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO2  
Lit: AO2 

Lang: AO2  
Lit: AO2 

Lang: AO3/4  
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO2/4  
Lit: AO1/2 

 
ARE 
Year 7 

(2) 

 
 

Evaluate and recommend texts based 
on personal opinions and experiences, 
providing reasoned justification for 
their views 

 
Show understanding of different 
characters’ and writers’ feelings, 
views and motivations, 
e.g. discuss the writer’s point of 
view in a persuasive text. 

 
Participate in discussions about texts 
building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views 
courteously. 

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes 

 
Choose appropriate strategies to 
make sense of texts independently 
, e.g. re- reading; asking questions; 
discussing understanding; inferring 
meaning; making predictions 

 
Read texts aloud (including their 
own work) to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation 
and controlling tone and  volume, 
to reflect character, atmosphere 
and meaning. 

Recognise texts that contain 
features from more than one 
genre or demonstrate shifts in 
formality 

Explain and justify how texts 
relate to audience, purpose, 
time and culture and refer to 
specific aspects of texts that 
exemplify this 

Distinguish between 
statements of fact and  
opinion and recognise them in 
the language used by authors 
to influence readers. 

Summarise main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph identifying the 
key details that support the 
main ideas. 

 
Skim and scan efficiently to 
extract information and make 
well organised notes of the 
main ideas using quotation, 
reference and own words. 

Make comparisons within 
and across books. 

Discuss how writers 
use language, 
including figurative 
language, 
considering the impact 
on the reader. 

Explore how structural/ 
presentational choices 
support the writer’s 
intentions, e.g. how the 
use of flashback slowly 
reveals information 
about the character’s 
past. 

 
Track individual 
characters, ideas and 
themes through the 
text. 

Discuss and compare 
writers’ methods and 
choices (, e.g. use of 
character viewpoint, 
dialogue, flashback, 
description of setting) 
in different texts. 

Refer to the text to support ideas 
and opinions, justifying 
inferences with evidence 

 
Use of technical vocabulary to 
discuss texts, e.g. metaphor, 
simile, analogy, imagery, 
ellipses, bullet points, style, 
effect 

 
Stage 5 
(1) 

Understand and articulate why they 
have certain preferences about texts, 
with reasons, 
e.g. ‘I don’t like books with a girl as 
the main character because I find it 
harder to imagine myself in the story.’ 

 
Show understanding of different 
characters’ feelings, views and 
motivations, e.g. compare and discuss 
accounts of the same event through 
different character viewpoints. 

 
Participate in discussions about texts 
building on their own and others’ ideas 
and challenging views courteously. 

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes 

 
Choose appropriate strategies to 
make sense of texts mostly 
independently, e.g. re- reading; 
asking questions; discussing 
understanding; inferring meaning; 
making predictions. 

 
Read texts aloud (including their 
own work) to a group or whole 
class, using appropriate intonation 
and controlling tone and  volume, 
to reflect character, atmosphere 
and meaning 

Identify and discuss themes 
and conventions of genre in a 
range of texts. 

 
Make simple links between 
texts, their audience, 
purpose, time and culture, 
e.g. ‘both these texts are 
about how awful workhouses 
in Victorian times.’ 

 
Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion and understand why 
this is important to 
interpreting the text 

Summarise main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph 
identifying the key details that 
support the main ideas 

 
Skim and scan efficiently 
for vocabulary, key ideas 
and facts. 

 
Make comparisons within 
and across books 

Discuss and evaluate 
the intended impact of 
the language used 
with reference to the 
text, e.g. ‘when it gets 
to the climax they 
speak in short 
sentences and quickly 
which makes it more 
tense’. 

Make links between 
the authors’ use of 
language and the 
inferences drawn 
e.g. ‘“inked up” is a 
good way of 
describing how the 
blackberries go 
to a bluey black colour 
as they ripen’. 

Comments on effect or 
reasons for 
structural/presentational 
choices, e.g. ‘it tells you 
all things engineers can 
do then the last section 
explains how to get into 
engineering.’ 

 
Track a character’s 
development with 
reference to the text 

Identify methods 
common to different 
texts with simple 
comment, e.g. ‘both 
of these books look 
at a problem from 
the point of view of a 
child’. 

 

 
Stage 4 
 

Comment on specific personal 
preferences, such as genre, 
character or author, giving reasons, 
e.g. ‘I like books by David Walliams 
because…’ 

 
Take on the role of a character (in 
discussion, performance or writing) 
showing understanding of their 
feelings and point of view, e.g. hot-
seating, diary extract. 

 
Participate in discussions, responding 
to and challenging the views of others 

Read further exception words, noting 
the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and 
where these occur in the. word. 

 
Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes. 

 
Read texts aloud (including their own 
work) to a group or whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling 
tone and volume, to reflect character, 
atmosphere and meaning. 

 
Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text. 

 
Draw accurate inferences, 
supported through reference to the text 

Comment on themes and 
conventions of genre in texts, 
e.g. ‘I know George is the 
hero in this text because…’ 

 
Make links between texts and 
to the wider world , e.g. ‘I 
know this text is set in 
America because they say 
sneakers.’ 

 
Recognise and 
distinguish between fact and 
opinion. 

Relevant points and main 
ideas identified and 
summarized. 

 
Locate and retrieve 
information using 
skimming, scanning and 
text marking. 

 
Most relevant comparison 
between texts identified and 
explained 

Identify specific 
techniques, e.g. 
simile, metaphor, 
repetition and 
exaggeration; 
explaining the effect 
on them as a reader 
e.g. ‘All the questions 
make you want to 
find out what 
happens next.’ 

 
Comments on a 
writer’s language 
choices, e.g. 
‘Disgraceful is a good 
word to use to show 
he is upset.’ 

Structural and 
presentational 
choices identified 
with comment 
e.g. ‘he describes the 
party first and then 
goes back to tell you 
why the child was 
there.’ 

 
Track a character’s 
development across a text.

Recognise simple 
methods common 
to different texts, 
e.g. characters, 
settings, dialogue 

Comments include mostly 
relevant  textual reference or 
quotation 

 
Use of technical vocabulary to 
discuss  texts, e.g.   determiner 
pronoun,  possessive pronoun, 
adverbial, bullet  points 
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KS3 English Diagnostic Assessment Tool – Writing 

Domain 
Area 

Personal Engagement, 
Voice and 

Experimentation 

Idea 
Generation 

and Planning 

Composition and 
Style 

Editing and 
Proof-reading Vocabulary 

Sentence Structure 
and Punctuation 

Text Structure and 
Organisation 

Form and 
Presentation 
(Handwriting) 

Spelling 

 
Engagement Comprehension The Writer’s Craft 

 

 Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 Lang: AO5 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1/4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5 Lang: AO6 
Lit: AO4 

 
Above 
ARE 
Year 9 
(5) 
 
 
 

Maintain a positive attitude to writing, 
understanding its importance and 
value and engaging in a wide range of 
writing for different purposes - both 
across school and at home. 
 
Use writing to develop and refine 
ideas. 
 
Experiment with and make deliberate 
choices about different forms, 
audiences, purposes, genres and 
authorial voices. 
 
Imitate and incorporate a range of 
styles from other writers moving closer 
to distinctive individual voice. 
 
Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 

Generate ideas calling 
on and seeking out 
additional linked stimuli 
to inspire and inform 
thinking, synthesizing 
related ideas to include in 
writing. 
 
Shift between modes of 
planning, adapting 
personal method for 
different purposes. 

Craft writing for purpose, audience, 
form and viewpoint, experimenting 
with conventions of the genre to 
influence the reader. 
 
Write in a formal and impersonal 
critical style, fluently embedding 
references to the text/s/ 
 
Manage shifts in different kinds of 
style, tone, formality and register 
within a text for deliberate effect for 
different audiences and different 
types of writing. 
 

Throughout the 
process of writing,  
re-read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and 
others’ writing and 
proposing changes 
to enhance 
effects/impact on 
the reader and to 
clarify meaning. 

Apply and incorporate 
increasingly complex new 
vocabulary learnt (including 
subject-specific terminology, 
vocabulary from texts read, critical 
and evaluative vocabulary) to own 
writing. 
 
Use a wide range of ambitious 
vocabulary and phrase structures 
to shape meaning and to position 
the reader, justifying decisions 
made. 
 
Craft figurative language to 
achieve deliberate, cumulative 
effect, creating layers of 
connotations, meaning and 
symbolism. 
 
 
 

Craft grammar for rhetorical effect. 
 
Experiment with positioning a wide 
range of clause and phrase 
structures to achieve deliberate 
effect, justifying decisions made. 
 
Use a full range of punctuation 
accurately and for impact. 
 

Craft paragraphs for rhetorical effect 
(e.g. long sentences to build an 
argument or idea/outrage and 
momentum within a paragraph 
contrasted with single sentence 
paragraphs for impact etc.) 
 
Guide the readers’ 
thoughts/emotional response across 
a whole text through effectively 
chosen cohesive devices, i.e. Create 
a plausible plot that 
entertains/surprises/challenges the 
reader; develop a convincing, 
cohesive argument). 
 

Write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed by making 
appropriate choices: 
appropriate writing implements; 
which shape of a letter to use; 
whether or not to join specific 
letters. 
 
Make choices about form and 
presentation to structure texts 
and to guide and influence the 
reader (use of IT, using italic 
and bold styles, choice of fonts 
and colours, incorporation of 
illustrations, use of boxes an 
shading etc.) 

Use modified spelling rules, spelling 
cues and knowledge of morphology 
and etymology when deciding how 
to spell words, recognizing how 
words are related by meaning. 
 
Proofread for small number of 
remaining errors to a high level of 
accuracy, using most useful 
resources. 
 
Use correct spelling throughout 
including ambitious, uncommon 
and technical vocabulary. 
 
 
 

 
ARE 
Year 9 
(4) 

Maintain a positive attitude to writing, 
understanding its importance and 
value and engaging in a wide range of 
writing for different purposes - both 
across school and at home 

Use writing to develop and refine 
ideas 

Experiment with and make 
deliberate choices about different 
forms, audiences, purposes, genres 
and authorial voices 

Imitate and combine a range of 
different elements (e.g. vocabulary, 
sentence structure, figurative 
techniques, text structure etc.) to 
write a piece in the style of another 
writer 

Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing,  building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

Generate ideas 
calling on stimuli, 
including knowledge 
of texts and 
experiences of the 
world, to inspire and 
inform thinking, 
synthesising related 
ideas to include in 
writing 
 
Adapt planning, 
focusing on the 
purpose of writing, 
and choosing the 
most effective 
method. 

Craft writing for purpose, 
audience, form, genre and 
viewpoint, independently 
choosing features to influence 
the reader. 
 
Write in an analytical style, 
integrating references to the 
text/s into explanation and 
response 
 
Manage shifts in different kinds of 
style, tone, formality and register 
within a text for deliberate effect 
for different audiences and 
different types of writing. 

Throughout the 
process of writing, re-
read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ 
writing and proposing 
changes to enhance 
effects/impact on the 
reader and to clarify 
meaning. 

Apply and incorporate 
increasingly complex new 
vocabulary learnt (including 
subject-specific terminology, 
vocabulary from texts read, 
critical and evaluative 
vocabulary) to own writing 
 
Experiment with a wide range 
of vocabulary and phrase 
structures to achieve 
deliberate, cumulative effect, 
justifying decisions made. 
 
Craft figurative language, 
creating layers of 
connotations and meaning 

Make appropriate choices from 
known grammatical structures 
(including passive/active voice, 
the subjunctive form, use of 
modality, different tenses) 
understanding how such choices 
change and enhance meaning 
 
Experiment with positioning a 
wide range of clause and phrase 
structures to achieve deliberate 
effect, justifying decisions made. 
 
Use a full range of punctuation 
accurately and for impact 

Use a wide range of devices for 
cohesion within paragraphs to 
guide and influence the reader 
(e.g. conjunctions, adverbials, 
pronoun control, connective 
chains, semantic field, noun 
choices) 
 
Sustain a plot or argument 
across a whole text using 
cohesive devices, i.e. create a 
convincing plot for a story 
experimenting with structures for 
effect, set out a clear line of 
argument across a text 

Write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by 
making appropriate choices: 
appropriate writing 
implements; which shape of 
a letter to use; whether or 
not to join specific letters 
 
Make choices about form 
and presentation to 
structure texts and to 
guide and influence the 
reader (use of IT, using 
italic and bold styles, 
choice of fonts and 
colours, incorporation of 
illustrations, use of boxes 
and shading etc) 

Use modelled spelling rules, 
spelling cues and knowledge of 
morphology and etymology when 
deciding how to spell words, 
recognising how words are 
related by meaning 
 
Identify and correct most 
spelling errors, choosing 
appropriate support 
 
Use correct spelling throughout, 
including complex or irregular 
words 

 
ARE 
Year 8 
(3) 

Maintain a positive attitude to writing, 
understand its importance and value 
and engaging in a wide range of 
writing for different purposes 

Use writing to develop and refine 
ideas 

Experiment with and make deliberate 
choices about different forms, 
audiences, purposes, genres and 
authorial voices 

Imitate distinctive elements of a 
characters voice/ writer’s style in 
their own writing 

Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing,  building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

Generate ideas; 
selecting from a 
range of stimuli to 
inspire and inform 
thinking; sift out 
relevant ideas to 
include in writing 
 
Use a range of 
modelled planning 
approaches to plan 
writing, considering 
content, 
presentation and 
organisation 

Craft writing, according to 
purpose, audience, form, genre 
and viewpoint, utilising 
appropriate features to influence 
the reader 
 
Include some analytical style for 
essay writing: using present 
tense, referring to the writer by 
their surname and 
quotations/referencing 
 
Manage shifts in levels of 
formality within a text (e.g. formal 
dialogue within more informal 
narrative) for different audiences 
and different types of writing. 

Throughout the 
process of writing, re-
read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ 
writing and proposing 
changes to enhance 
effects/impact on the 
reader and to clarify 
meaning. 

Apply and incorporate 
increasingly complex new 
vocabulary learnt (including 
subject-specific terminology, 
vocabulary from texts read, 
critical and evaluative 
vocabulary) to own writing 

Experiment with a wide range 
of vocabulary to achieve 
deliberate, cumulative effect, 
justifying decisions made 

Make appropriate choices from 
known phrase structures 
(including prepositional 
phrases and noun/verb 
phrases) understanding how 
such choices can enhance 
meaning 

Use a range of figurative 
language for impact 

Use known grammatical 
structures (e.g. passive/active 
voice, use of modality, different 
tenses) understanding how such 
choices change and enhance 
meaning 
 
Use a wide range of clause and 
phrase structures for impact, 
varying their position within a 
sentence 
 
Use a full range of punctuation 
accurately 

Use a wide range of devices for 
cohesion within paragraphs to 
guide and influence the reader 
(e.g. conjunctions, adverbials, 
pronoun control, connective 
chains, semantic field, noun 
choices) 

Develop and connect 
appropriate information and 
ideas between paragraphs and 
across the whole text using 
cohesive devices, i.e. create an 
interesting plot for a story, 
structuring writing in different 
ways (flashback, a twist in a 
story, foreshadowing, 
interleaving multiple 
viewpoints); develop an 
argument that grows from one 
paragraph to the next. 

Write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by 
making appropriate choices: 
appropriate writing 
implements; which shape of 
a letter to use; whether or 
not to join specific letters 
 
Make choices about form 
and presentation to 
structure texts and to 
guide and influence the 
reader (use of IT, using 
italic and bold styles, 
choice of fonts and 
colours, incorporation of 
illustrations, use of boxes 
and shading etc) 

Use modelled spelling rules, 
spelling cues and knowledge of 
morphology and etymology when 
deciding how to spell words, 
recognising how words are 
related by meaning 
 
Identify words that need to be 
checked, using dictionaries, 
thesauri, spelling apps and 
spellchecker to check the 
spelling and meaning 
 
Spell most words correctly, 
including complex vocabulary 
beyond KS2 Spelling Appendix 



 

Domain 
Area 

Personal Engagement, 
Voice and 

Experimentation 

Idea 
Generation 

and 
Planning

Composition and 
Style 

Editing and 
Proof-reading Vocabulary 

Sentence Structure 
and Punctuation 

Text 
Structure and 
Organisation 

Form and 
Presentation 
(Handwriting) 

Spelling 

 Engagement Comprehension The Writer’s Craft 

GCSE 
AOS 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 Lang: 
AO5 Lit: 
AO1

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1/4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: 
AO5 
Lit:

Lang: AO5 Lang: AO6 
Lit: AO4 

 
ARE 
Year 7 
(2)  

Engage in a wide range of writing for 
different purposes, developing their 
own particular preferences and style 
- both across school and at home 
 
Write for a range of real purposes 
and audiences as part of their work 
across the curriculum, using similar 
writing as models for their own. 
These purposes and audiences 
should underpin the decisions 
about the form the writing should 
take 
 
Participate in discussions about 
their own and others’ writing,  
building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views 
courteously 

Note and 
develop initial 
ideas that are 
appropriate for 
chosen 
audience/ 
purpose/form, 
drawing on 
reading and 
research where 
necessary 

Adapt writing, according to 
purpose and audience, using 
appropriate features for the type 
of writing (e.g. integrate  dialogue 
to convey character and advance 
the action/ describe settings, 
characters and atmosphere) 
 
Viewpoint established and 
mostly maintained including 
consistent and correct use of 
tense 
 
Select vocabulary and 
grammatical structures that 
reflect the style and level of 
formality required mostly 
correctly 

Throughout the 
process of writing, 
re-read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others’ writing 
and  proposing changes 
to enhance 
effects/impact on the 
reader and to clarify 
meaning. 

Use vocabulary for effect 
 
Use adverbs, prepositional 
phrases and expanded noun 
phrases effectively for 
qualification and precision 
 
Use figurative language such 
as similes, alliteration, 
metaphors and 
personification in a range of 
writing 

Select appropriate grammar, 
understanding how such choices 
can change and enhance 
meaning (incl. different tenses 
and mood such as perfect form 
and use of modality) 

Use a wide range of clause 
structures with correct subject/ 
verb agreement (main clause, 
subordinate clause, relative 
clause), sometimes varying their 
position within the sentence 

Use passive and active voice 

Use punctuation accurately 
(including colons, semi-colons, 
and dashes to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses) 

Use a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion 
within paragraphs 
(determiners, pronouns, 
conjunctions, adverbs, 
ellipsis of expected words) 
 
Link ideas across 
paragraphs using a wide 
range of cohesive 
devices e.g. repetition of 
a word or phrase, 
grammatical connections 
(tense choice/adverbials) 
and ellipsis 

Write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed by choosing: 
appropriate writing implements; 
which shape of a letter to use; 
whether or not to join specific 
letters 
 
Use presentational devices to 
structure texts and to guide the 
reader e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining, columns, 
tables 

Spell correctly most words from 
the year 5/year 6 spelling list and 
use a dictionary to check the 
spelling of uncommon or more 
ambitious vocabulary 

Use modelled spelling rules, 
spelling cues and knowledge of 
morphology and etymology when 
deciding how to spell words, 
recognising how words are 
related by meaning 

Use a thesaurus 

Recognise how words are 
related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ 
letters 

 

Stage 5 
 
(1) 

Understand and articulate why they 
have certain preferences about 
writing, with reasons, e.g. ‘I don’t like 
writing stories with a boy as the  main 
character because I find it difficult to 
write in that voice’ 

Writing shows understanding of 
different characters’ feelings, views 
and motivations, e.g. presents the 
same event through different 
narrative viewpoints 

Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing,  building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

Note and develop 
initial ideas, 
drawing on 
reading and 
research where 
necessary 
 
Identify 
audience for, 
and purpose of, 
the writing 
 
Select the 
appropriate form 
and use other 
similar writing as 
models for their

Purpose and form of writing are 
clear and consistently 
maintained 
 
Consistent and correct use of 
tense 
 
Choose the appropriate register 
for the audience and purpose 
(formal or informal) 

Throughout the
process of writing, 
re-read aloud and 
internally to 
evaluate and edit, 
assessing the 
effectiveness and 
accuracy of their 
own and others’ 
writing and 
suggesting 
improvements 

Choose vocabulary carefully, 
making choices to change/ 
adapt meanings 

Uses fronted prepositional 
phrases, modal verbs or 
adverbs for emphasis or to 
indicate degrees of possibility 
 
Use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information concisely 

Use figurative language such 
as similes, alliteration, 
metaphors and 
personification 

Usually select appropriate 
grammar, understanding how 
such choices can change and 
enhance meaning 
 
Use relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that 
 
Use a wider range of 
punctuation, including brackets, 
dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis, and colons to 
introduce a list 

Produce effectively 
structured paragraphs, 
e.g. posing rhetorical 
questions which are 
answered in the main 
paragraph with main 
ideas elaborated by 
subsequent sentences 
 
Linking ideas across 
paragraphs using 
adverbials of time (later), 
place (nearby) number 
(secondly) 

Write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed by choosing 
which shape of a letter to use 
when given choices and 
deciding whether or not to join 
specific letters 
 
Use further organisational and 
presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the 
reader e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining 

Spell correctly most words from 
the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, 
and some words from the year 5 / 
year 6 spelling list 
 
Indicative content: further 
prefixes and suffixes and 
understand the guidance for 
adding them e.g. - dis-’, ‘de-’, 
‘mis-’, ‘over-’ and ‘re-’; spell 
some words with ‘silent’ 
letters; continue to distinguish 
between homophones and 
other words which are often 
confused 

 
Stage 4 

Comment on specific personal 
preferences in writing, such as genre, 
form, purpose, e.g. ‘I like to write 
blogs about music and new bands 
because…’ 
 
Writing is informed by other 
viewpoints, e.g. understanding of 
characters to show their feelings and 
point of view 
 
Participate in discussions, responding 
to suggestions about their own writing 
and offering ideas to others 

Research and 
select relevant 
content, 
showing 
awareness of 
purpose and 
audience 
 
Discuss and 
identify 
elements of 
similar writing 
that they wish to 
use in their own, 
incorporating 
into planning 

Writing is clear in purpose 
 
Use the present perfect form of 
verbs in contrast to the past 
sense. E.g. I have been on 
holiday once this year/I went on 
holiday in August. 

Throughout the 
process of writing, 
re-read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing the 
effectiveness and 
accuracy of their own 
and others’ writing and 
suggesting 
improvements 

Description or detail in both 
narrative and non-narrative is 
expanded through an 
appropriate and precise range 
of vocabulary 
 
Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases, e.g. ‘The 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair…’ 
 
Use figurative language such 
as similes and alliteration, to 
build a picture in the reader’s 
head 

Compose and rehearse
sentences orally 
(including dialogue) 
 
Extend the range of sentences 
with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, 
because, although (complex) 
 
Use fronted adverbials followed 
by a comma 
 
Use inverted commas and other 
punctuation within direct speech 

Produce internally 
coherent paragraphs in 
logical sequence, 
e.g. using topic 
sentences with main 
ideas supported by 
subsequent sentences 
 
Openings and closings are 
clearly signalled and well 
developed 

Use the diagonal and
horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one another, 
are best left unjoined 
 
Maintain fluency of writing and 
have sufficient stamina for typical 
written tasks 
 
Use presentational devices, 
e.g. headings and 
subheadings 

Use further prefixes and suffixes 
and understand how to add them 
(English Appendix 1) 
 
Spell further homophones 
 
Spell words that are often 
misspelt (English Appendix 1) 
 
Explore and accurately use 
word families based on 
common words 
 
Use the first two or three letters of 
a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary 
 
Indicative content: explore and 
accurately use word families 
based on common words, 
showing how words are related 
in form and meaning 
e.g. solve, solution, solver, 
dissolve, insoluble; plural 
nouns of words ending in ‘o’. 
 
Place the possessive apostrophe 
accurately in words with regular 
plurals e.g. boys’, girls’ and in 
words with irregular plurals e.g. 
children’s 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about 
understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists 
across continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides 
and bring people together.”  
 
This quotation from former President Barack Obama perfectly summarises the importance of 
studying geography for all our young people. During their time at Crofton, students will grow 
and develop opinions about the world and themselves. By exploring the issues, places and 
processes within the geography curriculum, students become more rounded global citizens.   
 
 
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mrs L Webber Subject Leader – Geography 

Miss K Bate Geography Teacher 

Mrs E Flint Geography Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

37 

 



38 
 

 
GEOGRAPHY – YEAR 7 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Geography in Year 7 is taught in tutor groups. 

 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Term 1 - Glaciers and Tourism:  Students are introduced to Geography at 
   Crofton School.  In the first half term they study the glaciers and 

 develop map skills.  In the second half term, students explore different  
  types of tourism and begin to explore issues of sustainability.                                     
Term 2  - Coasts and Coral Reefs:  The first half term, students investigate 
    coastal environments.  During the second half term, we study coral 
    reefs and look into the problems of plastic pollution in the ocean  
   management. 
Term 3 - Weather:  The first half term students will study the weather in the UK,  
  microclimates and extreme weather in different parts of the world.   
                                   Africa: In the second half term, this unit enables students to 
   investigate the physical and human geography of this diverse 
   continent.  Students will look at the case studies of Ghana (our 
   school partner country) and Botswana.  There is also a particular focus 
   on economic activity and development.   
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 

Contextual knowledge of locations and places:  Students will extend their locational 
knowledge and deepen their spatial understanding of the UK and wider world.  They will 
understand the geographical similarities, differences and links between places. 

Understanding of patterns, processes and environmental change:  Students will 
understand, through the use of place-based exemplars, the key processes in human and 
physical geography and how these processes interact to influence change. 

Geographical enquiry:  Students will use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, 
analyse and draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple sources of increasingly 
complex information. 

Application of skills:  Students will develop their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases.  
They will be taught to interpret Ordnance Survey maps, topographical and thematic maps, 
and aerial and satellite photographs.  Students will use Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places and data. 
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Homework Policy 
 
Homework is set as an appropriate extension to work undertaken and involves a variety of 
activities – worksheets, writing and research.  In Year 7 many of the homework activities will 
be based around projects available on our online homework system and in the first half of the 
autumn term, these are co-ordinated on a whole school basis.  Students are encouraged to 
read widely, use library resources and keep up-to-date with geography in the news to widen 
their understanding and awareness of issues and topics. 

 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
In Geography, students have two books (a notebook and an assessment book).  It is the 
student’s responsibility to bring the notebook to every lesson and use this to make 
appropriate notes, which will help them with assessed work.  The notebook may be by 
looked at by the teacher, but will not be formally marked.  The assessment book will be 
marked regularly and detailed feedback will be given using the school marking policy and 
Crofton ACTS; it will become a portfolio of work and follow students through the lower 
school.   

 
There are assessments each half term in Geography; students will be made aware of the 
success criteria, set appropriate targets and given time to respond to feedback.  The 
assessments are marked using Mastery Statements and Active Learner (AL).  We also use 
quality grades (Q) for homework projects and significant pieces of work.  Literacy marking 
will be embedded and students will find suggestions for using more varied vocabulary or for 
spelling correction. 

   
Each term students will be given a Crofton Progress Grade (which is generated from national 
age-related expectations), an Active Learner grade and a homework deadline. 

 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Felt tip pens should NOT be used, coloured pencils are more appropriate for mapping and 
shading techniques. 

Compasses, protractor 

Calculator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    Geography – Year 7
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Useful Websites 
 
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 
www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather 
www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/coasts.html 
www.visitbritain.com/en/GB/ 
www.ghana.gov.gh 
www.sporcle.com/games/g/world 
www.touringghana.com 
 
Students will be given more information about relevant websites as they complete each 
module. 

 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Geography 
 
Access to a good atlas at home would be useful. 
Encourage route planning on journeys. 
Encourage an interest in current affairs and world events, using newspapers and T.V. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    Geography – Year 7
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HISTORY 
 
History is a chance for students to explore the past and see what has happened to people 
from all around the world. We pride ourselves on being able to help students see the benefit 
of history, not just for their career choices, but to better understand the world in which they 
live in today. Our aim as a department is to encourage and promote students’ love of history 
both in and out of the classroom. Where possible, we try and have our students experience 
history through links with local areas and guest speakers. History has continued to remain a 
popular choice for Crofton students at GCSE as a result. 
 
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mrs S Gregory Subject Leader - History 

Mr S Barnes 
Director of Personal and Teacher Development (History 
Teacher) 

Mrs L Bryant Assistant Headteacher (History Teacher) 

Mr J Farmer History Teacher 
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HISTORY – YEAR 7 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Taught in tutor groups. 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Year 7 will be learning through a chronological study with key emphasis on ‘people’; looking 
into beliefs, work, health and society in a number of key periods: 
 The Norman Conquest 
 King John 
 The Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt 
 The English Reformation 
 The English Civil War 
 British Empire   

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Historical enquiry, organization and communication of historical information. 
Understanding the nature of historical evidence. 
Interpretations of history. 
Assessing historical significance of events and people. 
Students are encouraged to develop the range and depth of their historical knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Year 7 homework is set as a mixture of short tasks, project tasks and spelling tests. 
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Marking and Assessment 
 
Students will have two books – one for notes in class which will not be marked and one for 
assessed pieces which will be marked in detail.  There is an on-going review of students’ 
work.  Particular assessment pieces are targeted during the year.  The results of these 
assessments are communicated to parents by way of school reports.  These key pieces of 
work are assessed using mastery statements and age-related expectations. 
 
We use quality grades (Q) and we will make literacy comments for homework and significant 
pieces of classwork. 

 
 
 

Useful Websites 
 
History Specific:     Links: 
www.bbc.co.uk/history    www.4learning.co.uk 
www.schoolsnet.com     www.historytoday.com 
www.schoolzone.co.uk    www.activehistory.co.uk 
www.schoolhistory.co.uk 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in History 
 
Educational visits e.g. castles, Imperial War Museum, Singleton etc. 
Encouraging further research e.g. by use of libraries. 
Encouraging interest in TV History programmes and in the news and current affairs in 
general. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    History – Year 7
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MATHS  FACULTY 
 
 
In the Maths Faculty we aim to equip students with the necessary knowledge and skills to 
enable them to interact with and adapt to the ever changing demands of today’s society. 
 
Teachers encourage creativity in problem solving activities resulting in practical and logical 
solutions. 
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mr A Edwards Faculty Leader 

Mr C Buckman Maths Teacher 

Mr I Cevik Deputy Faculty Leader 

Mr N Chiramal Maths Teacher 

Mrs K Duffy Maths Teacher 

Miss S Houghton Maths Teacher 

Miss A Knight Senior Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs M Payne Maths Teacher 

Mrs U Saunders Maths Teacher 

Mr K Smith Maths Teacher 

Mr A Voulgarakis Deputy Faculty Leader 

Mr A Wood Maths and Statistics Teacher 
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MATHS – YEAR 7 
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Students arriving at Crofton have a wide variety of abilities and mathematical knowledge.  
For this reason we prefer to set in maths as we feel that it enables us to target the learning 
experience more closely to the individual needs.  Although the subject content of the lessons 
is very similar the pace of the lessons is modified to suit the aptitudes of the group.  All 
groups will extend their learning through ‘digging deeper’ into topics and applying topics to 
problem solving. 
 
Students are grouped according to their Key Stage 2 results when they arrive at Crofton and 
subsequent tests are done in Year 7.  

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Term 1  - Place value, add and subtract 
   Multiply and divide 
Term 2  - Geometry 
   Fractions 
Term 3  - Algebra 
 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Lessons concentrate on helping students: 
1. To think for themselves 
2. To see patterns in number which they can then develop into algebra. 
3. To develop the ability to make sense of numbers. 
4. To develop mental strategies and pen and pencil methods. 
5. To communicate mathematical ideas correctly. 
6. To apply their knowledge to problems and situations they meet in a wide variety of 

other subject areas. 
7. To use calculators efficiently – without them becoming too dependent on their use. 
8. To prepare for the maths they will encounter in everyday life. 
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Homework Policy 
 
Homework is set each week according to the homework timetable.  It is marked by the 
member of staff or by the students under the supervision of the member of staff who will then 
check it and may wish to make comments.  Students mark their own work so that they can 
get immediate feedback on their efforts and help when they have misunderstood any 
questions.  Experience has shown us that when teachers mark their work a large proportion 
of students only look at their final mark instead of learning from their mistakes. 

 
Homework is marked using a Q grade which are defined below: 

Q1 – An outstanding piece of work 

Q2 – Good quality work working out shown 

Q3 – Some answers or working out missing 

Q4 – Parts of the homework not attempted 

 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Students’ classwork will be marked mostly in class by the students, either themselves or their 
peers.  This will be overseen by the class teacher and gives students immediate feedback on 
how well they understand the topic of the lesson.  The teachers will marks exercise books at 
regular intervals throughout each term.  Their marking will highlight any mistakes and 
corrections and will offer an explanation of how the student can improve. 

The Maths Faculty uses ACTS as part of their marking policy to allow students to make 
improvements with the advice given by their teacher. 

 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Apart from the normal daily requirement for a pen, pencil, rubber and ruler there are 
occasions when a pair of compasses and a protractor are required.  Students also require a 
scientific calculator and it is very important that they provide their own so that they become 
familiar with its functions as every calculator has a slightly different mode of operation.  
Students are warned in advance of the need for these items and may buy them from the 
school shop if they do not have them.  (Scientific calculators are currently £6.50) 

 
 

Useful Websites 
 
www.mathsnet.net  - puzzles & activities   
www.mymaths.co.uk 
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk 
www.mathsgenie.co.uk 

Subject cont.         Maths  – Year 7                               
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Ways to support your child’s learning in Maths 
 
1. Encourage your child to show you his/her homework each week – you can then 

monitor things like the use of pencil and ruler for diagrams, the quality of presentation 
of their work. 

2. Encourage them to calculate change when shopping, how long until the film starts 
when watching television. 

3. Play games like Monopoly so that they can calculate rents and property purchase 
prices. 

4. Play card games e.g. Pontoon – adding to 21. 
5. Use scales/convert units when using recipes. 
6. Use train/bus timetables etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.         Maths  – Year 7                               
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES FACULTY 
 
Speaking a modern foreign language (MFL) is a life skill, and a GCSE qualification is a 
desirable achievement.  By studying MFL, students are prepared to become efficient and 
confident communicators in the wider world or work through the development of their oral 
and written skills. 
 
The Modern Foreign Language faculty wishes to instil in students a life-long enjoyment of 
foreign language cultures in order that they may develop into well-rounded, caring and 
thinking individuals who are global citizens. 
 
We aim to equip our students to make the most of their life chances and to possess the 
communication skills needed in the 21st century. 
 
Speaking several languages opens the door to a new world, be it for pleasure or business! 
 
 

 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mrs A Adam MFL Subject Leader 

Mrs C Lanham MFL Teacher/Head of Year  

Mrs A Kelly MFL Teacher/Head of Year  

Mrs E Lane MFL Teacher/ Director of Teaching and Learning 
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GERMAN – YEAR 7                                                 Vorsprung durch Technik 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
All students are taught in their tutor groups throughout Year 7. 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Students cover a range of topics including school, the home and the town and develop an 
awareness of Germany and German speaking countries.   
 
Term 1  - Personal informaion 
Term 2  - My School 
   My Hobbies and Free Time 
Term 3  - Food and Drink 

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Speaking, listening, reading and writing in German. 
Dictionary skills to enable the correct use of a bilingual dictionary. 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Homework is set once a week, alternating between written and learning. 
 
Students are expected to make an account on Quizlet to learn vocabulary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



50 
 

Subject cont.          German  – Year 7 

 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Written homework is marked following school policy.  Students then evaluate their work or 
receive feedback before completing targets to develop their understanding. 
 

Assessment of grammar and key vocabulary takes place every half term.  In addition, 
vocabulary is tested every 2 weeks. 

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Students are provided with an exercise book at the beginning of the year and need this for 
each lesson.   
 
A bilingual dictionary – The Collins Easy Learning German Dictionary is recommended.   

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Modern Foreign Languages 
 
All pieces of homework are entered on Show My Homework.  All vocabulary is set on Quizlet 
and students are expected to learn this at home where possible, using a computer or mobile 
device.  Computers are also available in school. 
 
You can actively help students with the learning homework in Modern Languages.  You can 
check that students have learnt the words by giving them the English meaning and the 
students have to say or write out the word(s) in the foreign language. 
 
Students need to be learning new words regularly to make sure that they progress in line 
with their target.   
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MUSIC 
 
 

The Creative Arts Faculty aims to produce high standards of achievement.  This is 
encouraged by unlocking the creativity of learners through the opportunities given in Art, 
Dance, Drama, Music and Physical Education both in the curriculum and extensive after 
school programmes. 

 
 
 

 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mr J Oliver Subject Leader – Music 

Mr M Allen Music Teacher 
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MUSIC – YEAR 7 
 

 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
All Year 7 students are taught in tutor groups. 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of music through performing, 
composing, listening and appraising in the following modules of work. 

Term 1   -  Music of the Orient 
   New Orleans Music 
Term 2  - Song Writing 
   African Drumming 
   Shanty Songs and Singing 
Term 3  - Music and Pictures 
   The Orchestra 
   The Blues 

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
In addition to and practicing skills taught at Key Stage 2, students develop their skills further 
in the following ways: 

Performing  Singing 2/3 part songs, unison singing 
   Keyboard 5 finger melodies, basic chords and improvising 
   Other  African drumming technique 
 
Composing Composing rhythmically and melodically within short structures. 

Composing music to create a specific effect/mood. 
 
Listening/appraising Identifying the elements of music, evaluating live and recorded 

performances, identifying characteristics of music from other styles, 
cultures and periods in history. 
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Homework Policy 
 
There are two or more pieces of homework set for each unit of work: this could be research, 
completing a piece of written work or learning key terminology.  The homework plan will be 
kept in planners and details of each homework can be viewed in Show My Homework. 
 
Students with access to a musical instrument at home may take music home to practice or 
composing work to complete.  Students who are receiving instrumental or singing lessons at 
school are set weekly homework by their teacher in the form of pieces, exercises and scales 
to practice between lessons.  Students are expected to practice regularly each day for at 
least 20 minutes (not two hours the night before a lesson!) 
 
 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Key pieces of work are assessed using mastery statements and age-related expectations. 

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Students who have instrumental lessons are encouraged to bring their instrument to class 
music lessons. 

 
 
 

Useful Websites 
 
www.africanmusic.org 
www.musicatschool.co.uk    (good for instruments of the orchestra) 
www.sheetmusicdirect.com (good for downloading sheet music) 
www.musicroom.com  (good for buying music) 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Music 
 
 Listen to your child practice and play music, having an audience can really encourage 

them to perform 
 Keep a check on what your child’s homework is – a yearly homework plan can be seen 

on the inside cover of their music book 
 If your child has instrumental lessons please remind them to bring their instrument on the 

right day and check on what they should be practicing (scales as well as pieces!) 
 Help your child have access to as many different types of music as possible – CD’s, 

radio, live concerts etc. 

Subject cont.    Music – Year 7 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT LEARNING (PDL) 
 
PDL has a greater role to play than ever before in facilitating a young person’s development 
and sense of identity as a citizen of Britain and the World.  At a time of rapid change, 
students need to develop a keen sense of their own identity and consider how they relate to 
the people, environment and institutions around them from the past and present, from the 
local and global, and from the physical and spiritual. The mass media and wealth of 
information that is available at a touch of a button necessitates that young people are able to 
critically examine information in the pursuit of truth. In preparation for adult life, the 
curriculum areas play a vital role in developing young peoples’ ability to make skilful and 
moral considerations as healthy consumers in a caring and mutually respectful society.  
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mr S Barnes Director of Personal and Teacher Development  
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Personal Development and Learning (PDL) – YEAR 7 
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 

 
The students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 

 
 

Description of Course Content 

 
 New School:  Issues related to moving to a new school and successfully settling in,  

to include a consideration of school procedures. 
 Hazards:  Fire, water, cycling, e-safety and first aid.  
 Personal Finance:  An introduction to key personal finance terminologies;  

consideration of the difference between needs and wants, budgeting, the typical costs 
of being a young adult and what banks do. 

 Global Citizenship:  We explore political institutions that affect our lives: The British 
Parliament, the Commonwealth and United Nations. 

 Managing Change:  Including issues such as divorce, bereavement, moving area  
 and conflict. 
 
 N.B.  Continuing with the Relationships and Sex Education undertaken in Year 6,  

Year 7 students study Sex Education as part of their Reproduction topic in Year 7  
Science lessons.  A more explicit focus on relationships’ education is picked up in  
Years 9 and 10.   

 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Students are encouraged to develop their communication skills through dealing with the 
various topics.  In addition to this the skills/qualities of analysis, reflection, empathy and the 
understanding of consequences are also encouraged and there is some emphasis placed on 
the development of the students’ self-confidence and enhancement of their self-esteem.  The 
various topics re underpinned by one of four themes: Being and Feeling, Belonging and 
Connecting, Planning and Growing and Being Enterprising and Diligent. Year 7 students 
introduced to an online Personal Development programme called PiXL EDGE. Students are 
invited to identify 10 separate tasks that they wish to undertake; each task is linked to one of 
the 5 key skills recognised as essential transferable skills in the work place by the 
Confederation of British Industry (CBI): Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Organisation 
and Communication. PiXL EDGE encourages a celebration of in-school and out of school 
achievements. 
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Subject cont.    PDL – Year 7 

 

 
 
 

Marking and Assessment 

 
Students are invited to self-reflect on their progress in PDL lessons and tutors monitor a 
tutee’s willingness and ability to express their own beliefs and listen to those of others, as 
well as demonstrate an awareness the challenges and opportunities that young adult life will 
present within and beyond the school gates. 

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 

 
No additional equipment is required but an open mind is essential! 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in PDL 

 
Encourage your child to come to PDL with an open mind and a willingness to explore the 
issues that are covered.  Some discussion with your child about issues relating to the content 
of each year’s programme would be helpful.  Please encourage your child to take an interest 
in community, national and world events, for instance, watching the news or supporting a 
charity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Homework is not normally set in this subject.  Occasionally students may be asked to 
undertake research and/or preparation for their next lesson.  They may be asked to 
complete their topic assessment as homework.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 

The PE and Dance Department at Crofton School aims to develop a lifelong positive attitude 
towards physical activity and sport through excellence and enjoyment. This is encouraged by 
providing a broad and balance curriculum and extracurricular programme to suit all learners 
and provide a safe and positive environment for all students to perform to be the best they 
can be. 
 
 

 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mr M Zealander Subject Leader – P.E. and Dance 

Mr T Bayford P.E. Teacher 

Mrs H Bell P.E. Teacher/GCSE Dance Teacher 

Miss H Lothian P.E. Teacher 

Mr A Playford P.E. Teacher/Head of Year 

Miss K Young P.E. Teacher/Head of Year 
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P.E. – YEAR 7 
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Lessons are taught in single sex mixed ability groups.   

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Students follow courses in hockey, basketball, gymnastics, dance, tennis, athletics, cricket, 
football, netball, rugby, rounders and health related exercise. 

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Games are introduced using small sided adaptations of the full rules versions. 
Games skills are taught as they become relevant to the game situation. 
Basic rules, principles and concepts of games are taught. 
Improving body control and co-ordination, movement with rhythm and balance. 
Co-operative and competitive situations are experienced. 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Two pieces of homework will be set over the course of the autumn term. 

 
 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Students are given an Active Learner and Homework grade at the end of each term.  
Students are also allocated a Progress grade for P.E. at the end of each term. 
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Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
A full list of the equipment required will be found in the school prospectus.  Students must 
wear shin pads when taking part in hockey and football.  Students must also wear a gum 
shield when they are taking part in rugby. 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in P.E. 
 
Help your child remember their P.E. kit. 
Clearly name your child’s P.E. kit. 
Encourage your child to take part in extra-curricular activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject cont.    P.E. – Year 7
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
RE at Crofton is taught in accordance with the Agreed Syllabus for Hampshire, Portsmouth, 
Southampton and the Isle of Wight, Living Difference 3. RE plays an important role in helping 
children and young people explore their own lives in relation to what it can mean to live with 
a religious orientation on life and other ways of life, including those informed by a  
non-religious perspective, and to engage with this intellectually. The approach taken at 
Crofton is one that is conceptual and follows an enquiry led approach that aims to help 
students understand what it means to exist in the world. We start with the feelings, attitudes 
and experiences of the students and what the concepts being studied mean to them, before 
exploring what the same, or similar concepts, mean to a range of other people, from a range 
of backgrounds, in a range of situations.  
 
As the teacher brings the child to question and enquire further they become able to discern 
what may be valuable in these matters.  
 
 
 

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mr C Hook Subject Leader – Religious Education 

Miss L Hughes Religious Education Teacher 

Mrs S Beacon Religious Education Teacher 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – YEAR 7 
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Mixed ability 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 
 
Term 1   -   “The Island”.  The key concepts studied in The Island unit are concepts that 

are familiar to both religious and non-religious people e.g. celebration or 
afterlife.  Students will express their own views and experiences, whilst 
learning about the views and experiences of others. 

 
Term 2   - “Christianity”.  During this unit, students will undertake a unit where they have 
   an introduction to key beliefs and concepts, different denominations and what 
   Christians believe.  They will look at the concept God as well as who Jesus  
  was. 
  
Term 3  -  “The Environment”. In this unit, the students will look at key beliefs and 
   concepts, such as the 5 pillars of Islam, what they are and what difference 
   they make to lives of Muslims and others in society.  They will also begin 
   some work on stereotypes and prejudices of Islam and issues regarding Islam 
   in the world today.  

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
Develop a greater understanding of themselves and others. 
Develop how they express their own views, feelings and opinions. 
Begin to understand and interpret the beliefs held by billions of people. 
To be able to cope with bereavement and help those in mourning. 

 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Homework will be set either as a project for the duration of the unit of work or weekly tasks 
relating to what the students have been studying or will study next lesson.  These will be set 
with a clear indication of when it is to be handed in.  It is expected that all homework tasks 
will be completed on time. 
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Subject cont.      Religious Education – Year 7  

 
 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Religious Education follows the school marking policy and, in addition, will grade students 
using the locally agreed levels in R.E. 

 
 
 

Useful Websites 
 
www.croftonschool.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/religion 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Religious Education 
 
Ensure homework is done efficiently and on time. 

Encourage your child to take an interest in issues and current affairs from around the world. 
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SCIENCE FACULTY 
 

‘Many students find science extremely inspiring and interesting.  Science instils a sense of 
intrigue and enables students to develop understanding and form questions based both on 
the knowledge they already have and the insight they wish to gain in the future.  Students 
who excel in science lessons are likely to develop a strong ability to think critically.’ 

Centre for Education in Science & Technology online 
 

The study of science is essential to allow individuals to improve their knowledge of the world 
that they live in and prepare students for a modern working environment with increasingly 
rapid technological change and progress.  The Science Faculty recognises that it is essential 
for students to improve their knowledge of science and develop transferrable life skills such 
as problem solving, team building and analysing information.

Staff Name Area of Responsibility 

Mrs A Oppé Faculty Leader 

Mrs C Farrand Deputy Faculty Leader 

Mrs G Badesha Deputy Headteacher/Science Teacher 

Mr T Anderson Head of Year/Science Teacher 

Mrs C Byford Science Teacher 

Miss E Gogo Science Teacher 

Ms S Morrison Science Teacher  

Mrs L Morgan Science Teacher 

Mrs E Parker Science Teacher 

Mrs N Solman Science Teacher 

Mrs J Riordan Senior Technician 

Mrs S Humble Technician 

Mrs T Roberts Technician 
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SCIENCE – Year 7 
 

 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Students taught in tutor groups for the first term.  Following this, one higher ability group and 
three mixed ability groups for each year half. 

 
 
 

Description of course content 
 

Over the course of the year, students study the following topics: 
 Acids and alkalis 
 Cells and Survival 
 Classification and Variation 
 Ecosystems 
 Energy Changes 
 Forces and their Effects 

 Learning to be a Scientist 
 Magnets and Electromagnets 
 Particles 
 Solar System and Beyond 
 Solutions 
 Sound and Hearing 

 
 
 

Skills being developed 
 
We aim to develop the following transferrable skills: 

 The acquisition of knowledge 
 Problem solving 
 Individual and group work 

 Self-assessment and peer assessment 
 Investigative skills 
 Practical skills and task organisation 

 
 
 
 

Homework policy 
 
The type of tasks set for homework each year are varied, but may include: 

 Writing up practical work 
 Project work 
 Lesson enrichment 

 Research and Revision 
 Online quizzes and study 

(Doddlelearn.co.uk) 
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Subject cont.    Science – Year 7 

 
 
 

Marking and Assessment 
 
Both homework and in-class work is assessed according to school policy.  Class work in 
books are marked on a regular basis in order to keep students appraised of their progress. 

Tests in-lesson tasks will be graded according to the 1-9 GCSE grade structure.  In Year 7, it 
is expected that most students will be working at grades 1-5. 

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Laboratories are fully equipped with aprons and safety goggles.  Should your child have long 
hair, they will be provided with an elastic band to tie it back, but they may provide hair bands 
of their own should they choose to do so. 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Science 
 
Monitor and set quiet time for homework.  If your son/daughter is given homework to revise 
for a test, encourage your son/daughter to review their classwork, read through and take 
notes using a revision guide or revise from online material (including sites such as 
gg.gg/croftonscience, croftonschool.co.uk, doddlelearn.co.uk and bbc.co.uk/bitesize). 
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L Bryant 

 
Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

    

 
P Williams 

 
Director of Inclusion/SENCO 

 
Designated Teacher 

 

  

    

  

M. Collins 

Learning Support Co-ordinator 

 

S Latter 

Intervention Co-ordinator 

SEND Teacher   
 

 

              
  

Learning Support Lead 
 

Intervention Practitioners 
 

x 1 

 
 

Learning Support Intervention Practitioner 

  

 
 
 
  

  
 
 

Learning Support Assistants 
 

x 11 

 C Coston 
 

 ELSA 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEARNING SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

  
The Learning Support Department offers a wide range of support and plays a key role in meeting the 
needs of many students at Crofton. Support includes withdrawal lessons on an individual or group 
basis and in-class support across both key stages. Interventions are mainly for literacy and numeracy, 
communication and language. Individual sessions are also run for students to help develop social 
skills and for self-esteem issues.  These are largely co-ordinated by our ELSA (Emotional Literacy 
Support Assistant). 
 
The department is well resourced in school with a wide range of teaching and learning resources and 
well qualified department staff. Outside agencies can be called upon to further extend the services the 
school already provides. 
 
The team consists of a Director of Inclusion/SENCO, an Intervention Co-ordinator, Special Needs 
Teacher, a Learning Support Co-ordinator, two Learning Support Intervention Practitioners and eleven 
Learning Support Assistants, working both within the department base and across the curriculum. 
Liaison with our partner primary schools, subject teachers, the pastoral team and outside agencies 
ensures both the sharing of key information and the meeting of students’ specific needs. The 
department maintains good relationships with parents, who are welcome to make contact with us at 
any time.  
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LEARNING SUPPORT – YEAR 7             
 
 
 
 

Grouping Policy 
 
Most students are tested during the last term at Junior School to help assess need in 
partnership with information from feeder schools.  Based on the information received, 
students requiring additional support (in areas such as literacy, numeracy, social skills, 
communication and language) are highlighted for support. 

 
 
 

Description of Course Content 

 
Students work on individual programmes designed to meet their needs.  Programmes are 
delivered in literacy, numeracy, communication, language and social skills.  A synthetic 
phonics programme is offered to students who need intensive literacy support. 
 
Learning Support can also offer support for students with additional pastoral needs through 
its ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant). 

 
 
 

Skills Being Developed 
 
These include multi-sensory learning, visual and auditory skills, memory, sequencing, word 
processing and study skills such as planning and note taking. 
 
Key subject vocabulary is included in the programmes where possible. 
 
Good organisation, independence and sound self-help skills are vital and Learning Support 
provides help in developing these key areas, either through early morning registration and 
trouble-shooting or target setting.  Support staff play an important role in this by supporting 
students across the school.  A homework club runs Monday to Thursday and is co-ordinated 
by two Learning Support Assistants. 
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Subject cont.    Learning Support – Year 7 

 
 
 

Marking and Grading 
 
Students discuss and correct all work with the teacher and errors are used diagnostically to 
inform the teaching programme. 
 
As well as having withdrawal lessons, students needing extra help receive support in class 
from trained Learning Support Assistants. 

 
 
 

Additional Equipment Required by the Student 
 
Full details of how Crofton School provides for students with Special Education Needs are 
contained in our policy document which is available from the school main reception. 

 
 
 

Ways to support your child’s learning in Learning Support 
 
Students with weaknesses need continuous support and encouragement from parents.  You 
can help by being understanding and positive.  Encourage them to always do their best work 
and praise their efforts even if you are disappointed with them.  Please resist the temptation 
to do their work for them – it is not helpful for the child or the teacher.  Always reward their 
effort. 
 
Please encourage students to look upon their lessons positively.  Take an interest in the 
work covered and help them achieve their targets. 
 
Contacting the school to discuss your child’s progress is a way of supporting their learning.  
This is positively encouraged at Crofton. 
 
Further ideas are contained in the series of Home Support Booklets.  Titles currently 
available are: 
  Helping Your Child with Number 
  Helping Your Child with Spelling 
  Helping your Child with Writing and Handwriting 
  A Guide to the 1000 Most Commonly Used English Words 
 
We can also advise and supply one to one coaching programmes for parents in literacy and 
numeracy. 

 
 
 
 


