
PDL Curriculum Intent 
 PDL has a greater role to play than ever before in facilitating a young person’s development and sense of identity as a citizen of 

Britain and the World. At a time of rapid change, students need to develop a keen sense of their own identity and consider how 
they relate to the people, environment and institutions around them from the past and present, from the local and global, and from 
the physical and spiritual. The mass media and wealth of information that is available at a touch of a button necessitates that young 
people are able to critically examine information in the pursuit of truth. In preparation for adult life, the 
curriculum areas play a vital role in developing young peoples’ ability to make skilful and moral considerations as healthy 
consumers in a caring and mutually respectful society. 
 
Underlying Themes 

Being & Feeling 
Belonging & Connecting 
Planning & Growing 
Enterprising & Diligent 

 

 

Year 7  By the end of Year 7 students should: 
Knowledge  Feel they belong to the school community and empowered to make the most of their time with us. They reflect 

on how they relate to their peers most effectively. They should be aware of their own personal safety and alert to 
potential dangers around them. They should be aware of how money affects how we live and some of the choices 
we have in our lives. Students should have a growing and improving sense of themselves and how they relate to 
the communities and world around themselves. Students should be aware of changes that can happen to young 
peoples’ lives and begin to equip themselves with coping strategies. 

Skills New School 
Hazards 
Personal Finance 
Global Citizenship 
Managing Change 

 

 

 

 



Year 8  By the end of Year 8 students should: 
Knowledge Be informed about the dangers of smoking and alcohol in the lives of individuals, families and wider society. Students will 

implicitly reflect on their own response to peer pressure and strength of character. Students will make moral judgements 
that affect their own choices and values. Similarly students will be aware of the difference they can made as consumers 
and the many consequences of their choices. 
 
Students will consider stereotyping and its impact. They will have a greater empathy of the elderly and ageing process 
and thereby reinforce their understanding of who they are and how they relate to society around themselves. Students 
will begin to consider the opportunities and challenges of being a young adult beyond the school gates. 

Skills Smoking 
Consumerism 
Alcohol 
Ageing & Community 
School Citizenship 
Real Game 

 

Year 9  By the end of Year 9 students should: 
Knowledge  Students consolidate and further develop their knowledge and understanding of democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and respect and tolerance. Students deconstruct what makes for a positive and healthy relationship. They are 
aware of the purpose and role of contraception in a relationship and how to stay safe in body and mind. 
Students consider what makes for a person of good character and, implicitly, what are undesirable traits. Knowing 
themselves better because of Character Education they consider what sorts of careers and lifestyles are best suited to 
themselves and the short- and long-term consequences of making key choices in their teenage and early adult lives. 
 

Skills British Values 
Relationship & Sex Educ 
Making Choices 
Character Education 

 


