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Hello year 10!   

Read through this information carefully. It will explain WHAT this booklet is going to 

guide and prepare you for and WHY it is important that you make sure that this work is 

completed within the time set.  

Introduction: 

As part of your English Language GCSE you have to participate in a speaking and 

listening assessment which requires you to write a persuasive speech on a topic of 

your choice. (Don’t worry we will give you some ideas in this booklet!).  

 

By working through the tasks in this booklet it will make sure that you are ready for 

the assessment.  

The details of this assessment are below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Task: 

  

To deliver a 5-minute speech followed by 5 minutes of 

questioning on the subject of your choice. It can be about 

anything that you would like to talk about. 
 

This means that you need to research your subject and be able 

to answer questions in depth about your chosen topic. 
 

Your speech must be completed as part of your English Language 

GCSE.  You can achieve a pass, merit or distinction for it, and 

what you achieve will be printed alongside your GCSE grade on 

your final certificate. 

  

You are allowed to have the following for your presentation: 

  

• Cue cards 

• A prop to reinforce your topic 

You are not allowed to read a whole speech, the more natural the 

presentation sounds the better it will be. 
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In order to make sure you are prepared for the assessment (once we are back at 

school) you need to complete the following stages: 

Stages: 
Tick once completed: 

1. Read and explore examples of 

persuasive speeches  

 

2. Planning and researching possible 

topics  

 

3. Planning and structuring your speech  

4. Write your speech  

5. Edit and proofread  

6. Practise presentation   

 

It is important that you complete all of the stages and tasks in this booklet, so use the 

above as a checklist so that you can keep track of your progress! 

 

 

Once you are back at school, your teacher will take in your booklet and check your 

speeches. Your teacher will then plan a time in lesson for you to present your speech to 

your class.  

 

 

Please do not worry- you WILL NOT present your speech in the first 

week back. You will have time to discuss this with your teacher. 

 

 

Please DO NOT lose this booklet. It MUST be handed in to your teacher once you 

are back in school- otherwise you risk having to do it all again.  

 

When you see this image, it means that there is a 

task to complete. 
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Your timetable: 

We know that working from home is new to you and it can be hard to get organised!  

Therefore, we have created the timetable below.  

It shows you on how many hours a week you should be spending on completing English work.  

 

It is important that you stick to this timetable as your teacher will be expecting you to have completed all 

of the tasks by the end of Week 5: 

 

The timetable starts after the Easter holidays: 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday How many hours 

should I spend on 

English this week? 

Week 1     B 

(20/04/20) 

Complete ‘Stage 1’ 5 hours  

Week 2    A 

(27/04/20) 

Complete ‘Stage 2’ 4 hours 

Week 3    B 

(4/05/20) 

Complete ‘Stage 3’ 5 hours  

Week 4    A 

(11/05/20) 

Complete ‘Stage 4 and 5’ 4 hours  

Week 5    B 

(18/05/20) 

Complete ‘Stage 6’  5 hours  
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Stage 1: Persuasive speeches  

Task: Your first task is to revise the techniques that writers use to achieve the purpose to 

persuade. 

The first one has been done for you: 

Use of 

quotations 

 

 When you use consecutive words that all begin with 

same letter. 

 

Alliteration 

 

Using direct speech from somebody else to back up 

the point you are making. 

 

Use of facts 

and 

statistics 

 

Using questions that make the reader think, usually to 

get them to think about your point of view. 

 

Rhetorical 

Questions 

 

Powerful words and phrases that show your reader 

how passionate you are about a subject. 

 

Strong 

Ending 

 

Making sure your finish your argument with a 

particularly powerful point. 

 

Repetition 

 

Using carefully researched information to back up the 

point you are making. 

 

Personal 

Experience 

 

Using inclusive pronouns, such as ‘you’ and ‘we’ so that 

the reader is engaged in your argument and feel it is 

relevant to them. 

Audience 

Involvement 

 

Using events from your own life to back up the point 

you are making. 

 

List of 

three 

 

Using triplets to make sure that what you are saying 

is memorable. 

 

Hyperbole 

 

Saying the same words or phrase a number of times to 

ensure that it sticks in the readers mind. 

 

Emotive 

Language 

 

Making exaggerated statements for effect. 
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If you are unsure of one of your matches look it up- don’t just leave it, you need 

to know these. 

Stage 1: Persuasive speeches  

Look at the example of persuasive speech writing below.  

Task: How many persuasive techniques you can find? Highlight and 

label them. (Don’t forget to use the last activity you completed to 

help you). One has been done for you: 

 

The Spurs Way 

I’m amazed that anybody wouldn’t love Tottenham Hotspur. With 

their traditions of playing the right way, beautiful stadium, and 

state-of-the-art training facilities, they have all it takes to make 

them a European powerhouse. 

I remember vividly my first trip to White Hart Lane. It was a 

beautifully bright, balmy evening in North London, and Spurs were 

taking on their fiercest rivals, the ‘other team’ in North London. I’ve 

always absolutely hated Arsenal; I’d rather put my head in the oven 

and roast it with my Sunday veg than support them. But that day was 

special. We won 3-1 and the memory of it has stuck with me forever. 

How could I not fall in love with the club right there and then? 

Imagine yourself in my shoes. Wouldn’t you love to see the likes of 

Kane, Loris and Eriksen turning out for your team? Harry Kane, the 

wonder boy himself was recently labelled as “the greatest young 

player England have produced since Alan Shearer”, by no less than 

List of three  
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Gary Lineker. With Kane at the moment, it just seems to be goal, 

after goal, after goal, after goal. He’s a goal scoring machine, and 

that means he is also a firm fans’ favourite. 

In short, Spurs are the real deal. They have not finished outside the 

Premier League’s top six since 2007, and that means they are a top 

club. Can they go on and win the title in the next few years under 

the Argentinian master, Mauricio Pochetino. I don’t doubt it for a 

second. 

 

 

Task: What persuasive device do you think was most 

effective in this piece of writing? 

 

 

Now explain why you think this device is the is the most 

effective: 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

Stage 1: Persuasive speeches  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIwU-9ZTTJc - Emma Watson HeforShe 

speech 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAJsdgTPJpU - Greta Thunberg Climate 

Change speech 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skrdyoabmgA -  Darkest Hour version of Fight 

them on the Beaches Speech 

 

Task: (If you have access to the internet complete the following tasks-this can be 

done on your phone.) 

1. Identify as you watch the speeches what the most effective techniques that 

are being used in their delivery.  

2. Why are they effective?  

3. What techniques are used to support this? (visual (gestures, eye contact) and 

sound (tone of voice) imagery.) 

Task: Choose one speech to watch again and answer the questions in detail below. (Or 

alternatively find another persuasive speech, using Youtube, on a subject that interests you and complete the tasks 

using that one instead.) 

1) Name the most powerful device/s used in the speech you watched: 

________________________________________________________________ 

2) Why are they effective? What impact does it have on the audience? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIwU-9ZTTJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAJsdgTPJpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skrdyoabmgA
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3) What do you notice about how the speech has been delivered? What gestures 

are used? How is the speaker standing? What tone of voice is the speaker 

using?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 1: Persuasive speeches  

Task: Carefully read through Greta’s speech.  

If you would like to also watch this speech being delivered by Greta, please use the link 

below. HOWEVER, it is incredibly important that you read the speech as 

well.(https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_school_strike_for_climate_save_the_world_by_changing_t

he_rules/transcript?language=en) 

 

School strike for climate - save the world by changing the rules | 

Greta Thunberg 

When I was about eight years old, I first heard about something called climate change or 

global warming. Apparently, that was something humans have created by our way of living. I 

was told to turn off the lights to save energy and to recycle paper to save resources.  

I remember thinking that it was very strange that humans, who are an animal species among 

others, could be capable of changing the Earth's climate. Because if we were, and if it was 

really happening, we wouldn't be talking about anything else. As soon as you'd turn on the 

TV, everything would be about that. Headlines, radio, newspapers, you would never read or 

hear about anything else, as if there was a world war going on. But no one ever talked about 

it. If burning fossil fuels was so bad that it threatened our very existence, how could we 

just continue like before? Why were there no restrictions? Why wasn't it made illegal?  

https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_school_strike_for_climate_save_the_world_by_changing_the_rules/transcript?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_school_strike_for_climate_save_the_world_by_changing_the_rules/transcript?language=en
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To me, that did not add up. It was too unreal.  

So when I was 11, I became ill. I fell into depression, I stopped talking, and I stopped 

eating. In two months, I lost about 10 kilos of weight. Later on, I was diagnosed with 

Asperger syndrome, OCD and selective mutism. That basically means I only speak when I 

think it's necessary. 

Now is one of those moments.  

For those of us who are on the spectrum, almost everything is black or white. We aren't 

very good at lying, and we usually don't enjoy participating in this social game that the rest 

of you seem so fond of. I think in many ways that we autistic are the normal ones, and the 

rest of the people are pretty strange, especially when it comes to the sustainability 

crisis, where everyone keeps saying climate change is an existential threat and the most 

important issue of all, and yet they just carry on like before.  

I don't understand that, because if the emissions have to stop, then we must stop the 

emissions. To me that is black or white. There are no gray areas when it comes to 

survival. Either we go on as a civilization or we don't.  

We have to change.  

Rich countries like Sweden need to start reducing emissions by at least 15 percent every 

year. And that is so that we can stay below a two-degree warming target. Yet, as the IPCC 

have recently demonstrated, aiming instead for 1.5 degrees Celsius would significantly 

reduce the climate impacts. But we can only imagine what that means for reducing 

emissions.  
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You would think the media and every one of our leaders would be talking about nothing 

else, but they never even mention it.  

Nor does anyone ever mention the greenhouse gases already locked in the system. Nor that 

air pollution is hiding a warming so that when we stop burning fossil fuels, we already have 

an extra level of warming perhaps as high as 0.5 to 1.1 degrees Celsius.  

Furthermore, does hardly anyone speak about the fact that we are in the midst of the sixth 

mass extinction, with up to 200 species going extinct every single day, that the extinction 

rate today is between 1,000 and 10,000 times higher than what is seen as normal.  

Nor does hardly anyone ever speak about the aspect of equity or climate justice, clearly 

stated everywhere in the Paris Agreement, which is absolutely necessary to make it work on 

a global scale. That means that rich countries need to get down to zero emissions within 6 

to 12 years, with today's emission speed. And that is so that people in poorer countries can 

have a chance to heighten their standard of living by building some of the infrastructure 

that we have already built, such as roads, schools, hospitals, clean drinking water, 

electricity, and so on. Because how can we expect countries like India or Nigeria to care 

about the climate crisis if we who already have everything don't care even a second about 

it or our actual commitments to the Paris Agreement?  

So, why are we not reducing our emissions? Why are they in fact still increasing? Are we 

knowingly causing a mass extinction?    
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Task: Use the table below to analyse Greta’s speech. Some of the table has been 

filled out for you to provide examples of what you should do- don’t forget to fill in the 

gaps! 

This will help you to understand what techniques you could use in your own speech and 

why it is important that you consider how you are going to have an impact on your 

audience.  

Quotation:  

(Taken from the speech) 

Device/s 

used: 

Analysis:  

Why does Greta use this device? What effect 

does it have? 

‘If burning fossil fuels was so 

bad that it threatened our 

very existence, how could we 

just continue like before? Why 

were there no 

restrictions? Why wasn't it 

made illegal?’ 

 

 

Rhetorical 

question  

Greta uses rhetorical questions in her 

speech to draw the audience’s attention 

to the detrimental consequences of 

burning fossil fuels. Also, she effectively 

places a sense of responsibility on the 

audience through her questions, making 

her point clear that everybody is 

accountable for climate change. 

 

 

 

Short 

sentences 
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 Facts/statistics  

 

 

 

 

 

‘You would think the media 

and every one of our 

leaders would be talking about 

nothing else’ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

‘Furthermore,’   
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Stage 1: Persuasive speeches  

Not only will you have to present a persuasive speech as part of your English Language 

GCSE, you will also have to be prepared to complete a piece of persuasive writing in one 

of the exams.  

Therefore, it is also important that you think about how the speech is paragraphed.  

Task: Look at this section of Greta’s speech again and pay attention to how it 

has been paragraphed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task: Answer the questions 1 and 2 in the boxes on the next page.  

1. Why do you think a one sentence long paragraph has been 

used here? Think about the information that comes before 

and after it. Think about what information it is giving you.  

2. Why has a longer length paragraph been used here? What 

type of information is being given to you? Why has it been 

grouped together in one longer paragraph? 
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1) _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

2) _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Stage 2: planning and researching 

Now it is time for you to start thinking about the topic of your speech. Before you 

begin, you need to be aware that:  

- You must choose a topic that will allow you to write a speech that will last for at 

a minimum of 5 minutes. 

(Remember that you will receive a grade for this assessment) 

 

Here are some possible topics that you could explore:  

- Should ‘factory farming’ be banned?  

- Adopting pets is the best choice. 

- Should the driving age be 14? 

- The danger of texting and driving. 

- Share the road with bikes. 

- People should eat less junk food. 

- More recycling should be encouraged. 

- We should value the elders in our society and learn from their wisdom. 

- The minimum wage should be increased. 

- Art and music programs in public schools are an essential part of education. 

- Should product testing on animals or humans be allowed? 

- Should children 13 or younger be allowed to watch music videos or music 

channels like MTV? 

- Should teenagers be allowed to purchase violent video games? 

- Choose an Eco-Fashion Fabrics Wardrobe! 

- Should we donate unused food from supermarkets? 

- Allow kids to believe in Santa. 

- Music has the power to heal. 

- The government should provide shelter for the homeless 

- Restaurants should post all ingredients to prevent allergic reactions. 

- Make TV more educational. 

Task: Circle or highlight the topics 

that interest you the most. This will 

help you decide on what topic you want 

to base your speech on. 

(You CAN do a topic that is not on 

the list.) 
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Stage 2: planning and researching 

Use the next page to record your research and planning on your chosen topic/s (at 

this point you may wish to research more than one). 

You need to gather as much information as you can to help you write your speech.  

For example, if you are writing to persuade people that we should not test on animals, 

you may wish to research: how animal testing is still used today, what products are still 

tested on animals and the effect of animal testing. 

Or, 

If you are writing to persuade people to stop eating junk food you may wish to research 

and plan: how much junk food is consumed in Britain monthly, what are the impacts of 

eating too much junk food. 

Here is an example of what your research and planning might look like: 

Research Record:  

 

 

  

Topic: Junk food  

Evidence shows that the 

large part of promotions in 

shops are typically on less 

healthy food and drink 

options. 

INSTEAD- promotions (like 

buy on get one free) should 

ONLY be on healthy food 

options.  

More than 3 in 4 

parents (77%) in 

Children’s Food 

Campaign Parents’ 

Jury survey agreed 

that the government 

should ban unhealthy 

food displays at 

checkouts, aisle ends 

and store entrances. 

The BBC Good Food Nation 

Survey found that most 

people ate fast food on 

average two days per week. 

Obesity, type 2 diabetes 

and high blood pressure at 

unprecedented levels due to 

spread of fast food and 

sugary drinks. 
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Stage 2: planning and researching 

Top Tops for planning and researching: 

- Do enough research and planning to make sure that you can write a persuasive 

speech that will last 5 minutes long.  

- Include your own ideas! Don’t just rely on research. Form your own opinions and 

ideas- the research is to be used to support your ideas. 
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Here is a bit more information about the speaking and listening 

assessment you will complete once you are back at school: 

 You will have to deliver your 5 minutes presentation (don’t 

panic, if you have any worries make sure you speak to your 

teacher once you are back at school).  

 You will be assessed against the marking criteria below and will 

be awarded either a ‘Pass,’ ‘Merit’ or ‘Distinction’: 

Task: Follow the link to watch examples of students’ speeches: 

 

 

 

 

 

Zain was awarded a pass: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=j95ym7sRmN0&index=2

&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-

ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6 

 

James was awarded a 

merit: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=muwy2iafSm0&index=4

&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-

ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6 

 

Laura was awarded a 

distinction  

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=AvgMG24HU8U&index=

1&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-

ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j95ym7sRmN0&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j95ym7sRmN0&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j95ym7sRmN0&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j95ym7sRmN0&index=2&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muwy2iafSm0&index=4&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muwy2iafSm0&index=4&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muwy2iafSm0&index=4&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muwy2iafSm0&index=4&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvgMG24HU8U&index=1&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvgMG24HU8U&index=1&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvgMG24HU8U&index=1&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvgMG24HU8U&index=1&list=PLBhgvcteMlthp9c-ZTjLse2V-HKnjQxS6
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Task: What do you think the main differences were between Zain’s (who received a 

pass) and Laura’s speech (who received the higher grade of a distinction)?  

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before we go any further let’s reflect on what we have learnt and practised 

so far: 

You have: 

• revised the different persuasive techniques  

• identified these persuasive techniques in an existing persuasive speech 

• watched three powerful persuasive speeches and thought about why they 

are effective  

• Read and analysed the effectiveness of Greta’s speech on climate change 

• Thought about the importance of varying paragraph lengths  

• Researched and planning the topic for your speech 

• Looked at the grading criteria and watched three examples of graded 

speeches.  

Now you need to focus on: 

• Exploring how persuasive speeches are structured  

• Planning the main points of your speech  

• Writing your speech (including proof-reading and editing) 

• Making cue cards and practising presenting your speech  
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Not only will you have to use persuasive techniques in your speech, you will also have to 

make sure you use linking phrases to help structure your ideas.  

Task:  

Put the linking phrases in the table below in to the following categories: adding a point, 

contrasting, explaining, expressing a condition and making what you say stronger.  

(Use the next page to categorise the phrases) 

 

Moreover Additionally In addition Also Further Besides 

What is 

more 

On the 

contrary 

As a matter 

of fact 

In fact Indeed If 

In the 

event of 

As long as So long as Provided 

That 

Assuming 

that 

Given 

That 

Therefore Consequently In 

consequence 

As a result Accordingly Hence 

Thus For this 

reason 

Because of 

this 

Because Since As 

However On the other 

hand 

In contrast Yet Although Even 

though 

 Despite the 

fact 

In spite of 

the fact 

Regardless 

of the fact 
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Used to add a point: 

Moreover 

Used to add a contrasting 

point: 

 

 

 

 

Used to express a 

condition: 

If 

Used to make what you 

say stronger: 

Used to explain: 

Because  

Any that you are unsure 

of: 
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Task: Read through the persuasive speech ‘Don’t let the plastic get in to the 

ocean!’. As you read, think about how the speaker has structured their 

argument. Don’t forget to spot any persuasive devices used as well!  

 

 

 

 

Don’t let the plastic get in to the ocean! 

Do you use your reusable shopping bags? 

Do you remember to say “no straw” when ordering a drink? 

Good for you! You’re part of the solution. 

Now 

Do you own a fleece vest or throw? 

Do you own yoga wear or other synthetic clothing items? 

Sorry. You’re part of the problem, too. 

We all know that plastic waste is a problem. It is a particular problem for the 

ocean. Currently approximately 8 million metric tons of plastic waste enters the 

ocean every year! That’s enough to line every foot of our coast. 

Ocean plastics can loosely be categorized in the following ways: 

• Marine Debris—the bigger pieces that are easily seen and can readily be 

picked up.  

• Microplastics—the tiny pieces that plastic breaks into overtime—not 

disintegrating, but simply fragmenting, making it ever more accessible to 

marine life.  

• Microfibers—these are the very tiny fibres from your fleece, athletic, or 

other synthetic clothing that shed every time you wash them in a 

machine.  

When asked to look at structure you should consider: 

- How has the information been organised?  

- What information are you given in the introduction and conclusion? 

- What other structural features does the writer use to help inform their reader? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipart.email%2Fclipart%2Flight-bulb-on-clipart-45345.html&psig=AOvVaw3B5YagM7Lxw5l0qS-dnPC3&ust=1585088818171000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLj7mZLSsegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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So, what does plastic in the ocean do? Some effects are not fully 

understood—such as the degree to which microfibers themselves or the toxins 

they carry cause harm in humans and other animals and at what scale. Others we 

know all too well. 

Plastic poisons and injures marine life as shellfish, corals, and other marine life 

eat microplastics and fibres as they filter for real food. Whales, fish, and other 

animals get entangled in derelict fishing gear and other debris and die a slow 

painful death from asphyxiation or starvation. When animals—sea birds and 

corals for example—take in plastics, it leaves no room for real food—and they 

suffer starvation as a result. 

The properties of plastic, especially microplastics, have implications for human 

health as we consume fish and shellfish. Two Belgian researchers, looking at the 

amount of microplastics in some shellfish, shockingly concluded in 2014 that the 

average European seafood consumer could be eating 11,000 pieces of 

microplastic every year. And that’s just in shellfish (mussels in particular in this 

case). 

Plastic litters our beaches and landscapes which in turn affects tourism 

revenue. It’s no surprise that people like to visit clean beaches more than dirty 

ones. It also affects community health not only for the reasons above, but 

because plastic waste can collect water, allowing disease-bearing mosquitoes to 

breed, and poorly managed debris can clog the outflows of rivers and streams, 

causing flooding. 

So, what is it about single-use plastics? They represent somewhere between 

a third and a half of all global plastics production, which reached about 335 

million metric tons in 2016. Some single use plastics should stay that way—

especially for hypodermics and other medical uses. Others should be used only 

when and where they meet a unique or emergency need—think plastic straws, 

bottled water, bottled sodas, and plastic packaging—and that’s probably not in 

the EU or the US. Finland is one leader on plastics management, the European 

Union is doing quite well over all. 

The scale of use is overwhelming. We buy about 1 million plastic bottles every 

minute of every day! Where sanitation is a huge problem (e.g. hurricanes, floods, 

etc.) bottled water is a public health good and delivery in plastic is cheaper. But 

for daily use, it’s the more expensive choice, has a huge climate footprint, and is 

a big part of the plastic waste mismanagement problem. Only 1 percent of the 

4 trillion plastic bags used annually is recycled. We use half a BILLION plastic 

straws a day in the U.S. alone—almost two for every man woman and child! 
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Plastic waste to enter the ocean from land is expected to increase tenfold 

within 7 years. Can you even visualize 80 million metric tons? 

So, how do we end plastic pollution? 

Prevention is key. The plastic already in the ocean is nearly impossible to 

collect, especially at scale, without harm to sea life. 

It’s very simple really: Don’t let the plastic get into the ocean. 

What you can do with your friends, colleagues, and family: Collectively, we 

are addressing many of the key problems, beginning with promoting personal 

action. None of what we recommend is new, and we hope repetition helps. Bad 

habits are hard to break—especially when it’s easier to just go with the plastic 

flow! The people who make the biggest difference are the ones who do the little 

things consistently. 

• Water: If you use a reusable water bottle, you personally could avoid an 

average of 156 plastic bottles annually—this sounds like a small thing but it’s 

doing your part and multiply it by everyone in your office, home, or school, and it 

really starts to add up. Likewise, bring your coffee mug with you—the go-cup 

might be paper, but the lid is probably not. 

• Carriers: Bringing your own bag to shop (and carrying one with you just in case) 

can help make a dent in those 4 trillion plastic bags used each year. Bag fees and 

bag bans do work to reduce waste—with immediate effect on cleanup statistics 

as to what is collected following their implementation. 

• Straws: Remembering to ask for no straw can become a habit. Straws only by 

request is a huge first step—and a great thing to ask of your favorite 

restaurant. Paper and reusable straws are an option too—and the movement is 

slowly growing. 

• Clothing: Limit how often you wash synthetic clothing, including fleece. Seek 

out natural fibers (bamboo, cotton, wool, etc.). 

Personal Action is a big start—but real change has to be regional, national, and 

even global in scale. 

There is hope. All we have to do is act now and stop our plastic waste to prevent 

it from entering our precious ocean!  
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Task: Let’s look at the introduction of the speech again. This time answer the 

question in the boxes. Either write your answers around it, or on a separate 

piece of paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is it important to have a title? 

Why has the writer used an imperative sentence 

(commanding sentence)? 

What purpose does this paragraph have in the introduction?  

Why is this important? 

 

What is 

effective about 

the start of 

the 

introduction?  

How does the 

writer achieve 

the purpose of 

persuade?  

Task: What have you learnt about how to write a successful introduction to your 

speech? What must you include and achieve? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

How do you know that 

this is a persuasive 

speech?  
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

 

Task: Now let’s look at the conclusion (again, answer the questions):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about other structural devices?  

 

Remember that structure is all about HOW the text can been put 

together and HOW the information has been organised. 

 

Other structural features include:  

- Use of lists 

- Use of bullet points  

- Shifts in focus (when the writer moves to a different point/ idea) 

- Use of connectives 

- Use of repetition (repeating particular ideas or imagery)  

 

Task: Go back to the speech ‘Don’t let the plastic get in to the ocean!’  

Can you spot any of the structural features listed above? Label them! 

Why is this short sentence effectively used 

in the conclusion? 

What impact does the abstract noun ‘hope’ 

have? 

What persuasive device has been 

used here? What TYPE of 

pronoun have been used?  

(Refer back to page 4) 

Task: By looking closely at this conclusion, what have you learnt about what a 

successful conclusion must include? What must it do? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Task: Continue to explore structure by answering the questions below on this 

page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you have explored how a writer effectively structures a persuasive speech, 

it is your turn to start planning and constructing your response. If you need to 

remind yourself of what you need to produce look back at page 2.  

 

Task: Write in the box below the topic of your speech: (this could form the 

title of your speech so try and make it creative!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think bullet points 

are used here?  

What do they allow the writer to 

successfully do? 

Why does the writer start 

this paragraph with a 

rhetorical question? 

What does it successfully 

achieve? 

For example:  ‘Ditch the Junk’   (Topic: people should eat less junk food) 
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

The planning stage is important as it allows you to make sure that you have 

enough to write about (remember your speech needs to be at least 5 minutes long) and 

it allows you to organise your ideas.  

 

Important things to consider when planning:  

- What persuasive devices you are going to use and where 

- What structure features you are going to use and where (are 

you going to include a list, use bullet points or subheadings?  

- What is the topic of each paragraph  

- How you are going to introduce each new point that you make 

 

To support you please have a look at the plan below- it is NOT a completed plan, 

but it should give you a good idea of what you should include:  

 

I have used a mind map; however, you can plan using any method that suits you 

best. On the next page there is a worksheet that you can use if it helps.  

 

Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: Ditch the 

Junk  

Intro:  

- Start with statistics to shock 

and draw audience’s attention: 

- Intro topic of speech 

Starting sentence: Shockingly, 85% of 

British families irresponsibly indulge 

themselves in deep fried, high in salt and 

saturated in sugars junk food at least 

twice a week.   

 

Paragraph 1 topic: types of junk food available.  

-Use rhetorical question to open paragraph and introduce 

topic.  – Use facts and statistics 

Does a town or city in Britain without at least 5 

McDonalds or KFCs even exist anymore?  

Paragraph 2 topic: Impact on 

health  

- Use an anecdote and 

‘expert voice’ 

Research indicates that those 

who consume copious amounts 

of junk food will suffer from 

numerous health issues. Doctor 

Mount explained that…  
Paragraph 3 topic: 

  

Paragraph 4 topic: 
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Stage 3: Planning and structuring your speech  

Writing Frame for organising a persuasive speech  

   
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 1 – Who are you and why are you making this speech? 

What is the final message that you want your listeners to hear from you? 

(Don’t introduce any new points here- instead summarise your argument)  

Paragraph 2 – What is your first point? 

Paragraph 3 – What is your next point? 

Paragraph 4 – What is your third point? 

What 

persuasive 

features 

are you 

going to 

use and 

where? 

Where are 

you going 

to use a 

short, one 

sentence 

long 

paragraph

?  

What 

paragraphs 

are going 

to be 

longer? 

What 

information 

are you 

going to 

give in 

these 

paragraphs? 
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Stage 4: writing your persuasive speech 

You should now be ready to write your persuasive speech using all of the skills we have 

practise in this booklet. Don’t forget that you can refer back to any of the previous 

tasks to support you whilst you write.  

Here is a success criteria for your persuasive speech writing. Refer back to it 

regularly:  

 

 Use a range of persuasive devices (refer to page 

4) 
 

 Use a range of structural devices (refer to page 

24) 
 

 Paragraph correctly  

 Vary the lengths of your paragraphs for 

effect 

 

 Use a range of connectives and linking 

phrases to help build in your ideas (refer to page 

20) 

 

 Use evaluative vocabulary to establish a 

formal tone (word bank on next page) 

 

 Vary sentence types (short, compound and 

complex) 

 

 Use emotive vocabulary (word bank on next page)  
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Stage 4: writing your persuasive speech 

This page has useful word banks on to support you with your writing: 
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Stage 4: writing your persuasive speech 

As you write your persuasive speech, you need to keep thinking about the effect you 

want to create on the reader and how you are achieving the purpose to persuade. 

Here is an example of my introduction. Around the outside I have noted down my 

thoughts as I wrote it to give you an idea of what you need to think about whilst writing 

your own speech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use of short, line word paragraph to emphasise my point of view.  

 

Ditch the Junk 

Shockingly, 87% of British families irresponsibly indulge 

themselves in deep fried, high in sugar and saturated in fat 

junk food at least twice a week.   

Are you and your family included in that outrageous statistic?  

Today’s society is drowning in an ocean of grimy grease due to 

the choices we make every day in the foods we thoughtlessly 

shove in our mouths. But do we really understand what both 

short- and long-term effects this is having on our bodies?  

I do not think so.  

Should we take the time to gain this knowledge? 

Absolutely.  

 

Use of the imperative verb ‘ditch’ 

will tell my audience what my 

point of view is about my topic.  

Use of 

pronouns 

to directly 

address my 

audience. 

Underlined 

words are 

carefully 

selected to 

show my 

opinion of 

the topic. 

Use of a metaphor to create 

vivid and dramatic imagery, 

highlighting my opinion and 

point I am trying to make. 

Use of the conjunction ‘but’ in 

the rhetorical question to 

indicate a change of tone- more 

serious.  
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Stage 4: writing your persuasive speech 

Task: 1) Write the first draft of your introduction here 

2) Then in the thought bubbles write down some of the thoughts you had as you made 

decisions about the language and structural choices you used (see example on previous 

page).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Stage 4: writing your persuasive speech 

Task: Now write you persuasive speech in full on these pages. Remember it must last 5 

minutes long, so aim to write a minimum of two pages. 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 
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Stage 5: Proofreading and editing  

Well done! You have now written your first draft of your persuasive speech. 

Before we do any proofreading or editing, I am going to point out some very 

common punctuation and spelling mistakes.  

Apostrophes:  

The common error is that we just forget to use our apostrophes! Remind 

yourself of the rules below: 

1. Missing letters e.g. It is not = it isn’t. 

I can not  -  can’t 

Would not – wouldn’t 

Will not – won’t 

It is – it’s 

 

2. Ownership e.g. The girl’s house (one girl) 

Plural goes at the end = The girls’ house (more than one girl) 

Doll’s hair (one doll) 

Dolls’ hair (more than one doll) 

Summer’s day 

Woman’s veil 

 

3. It’s or its’? 

It is = it’s e.g. It’s getting colder in here. 

ownership = its e.g. The nursery was dull, its walls were grey. 

It’s hot. 

I’ll jump, it’s not my choice. 

The room has its own smell. 

I hear the wind; listen to its voice. 

The apostrophe sits where the 

missing letter usually goes! 
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Stage 5: Proofreading and editing  

Task: now put apostrophes in the right places: 
 

1. Pass me the boys coats. 

2. How is he going to get to his sisters wedding? 

3. It is time to go to Suzys house. 

4. What is your babys name? 

5. What are your babies names? 

6. Who is going to put these books back on the shelves? 

7. The cat always jumps from one chair to the other. 

8. Paul wants to go to Jessicas party. 

9. I’m going to the teachers staffroom.                        

10. Natalie is Robbies girlfriend. 

11. My little brother moans and cries all the time. 

12. Are you coming to the twins birthday? 

13. Liam is Rebeccas brothers best friend. 

14. I think childrens films are much more fun than adults films. 

 

Common spelling error: 

 

 

Task:  

Please try and use a different coloured pen- (we would normally use a purple pen 

if we were doing this in class!) 

Go back to your persuasive speech and proofread it carefully, checking that ALL 

of your apostrophes are in the right place and that you have used the correct 

spelling for: there, their and they’re.  
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Stage 5: Proofreading and editing  

Task: Practising looking for errors:  

Read through the persuasive letter below and find errors in each paragraph. 

(Use a different colour pen to edit!) 

Top tips for proofreading:  

- Read slowly  

- Read the text out loud  

- Follow the words you read with your finger  

- If you are unsure, re-read the line/word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having been a pupil at Spring Primary for the last seven years I feel it is now my 

duty to relate to you the feelings of you’re students towards wereing a school 

uniform. Its has long been felt by myself, and my peers, that wearing a school 

uniform is an outdated and impractical notion, which we no longer feel is 

necesary. By writing this letter, I hope to convince you that this is the case, and 

begin negotiations on changing this rule.  

My reasons for not wearing uniform are as follows: 

To begin with, a recent survey conducted by the school council identified that an 

overwhelming majority of 79% of pupils would prefer to where there own clothes 

to school. As a Head Teacher, it is your’re duty to listen to and consider any 

opinions of your students and to negotiate with them. As the school council are 

an elected body of students from all the classes in the school, it is important that 

you take heed of any information they discover about the wants and needs of the 

pupil’s.  

Secondly, myself and my peers feel more comfortable and at ease in our own 

clothes. This is important as the more comfortable we feel, the better we are 

able to concentrate on the work we are doing. If we are constantly fiddling with 

stiff collars itchy trousers and uncomfortable shoes, this distracts us from the 

task in hand. Moreover, this distracts us from learning. Therefore, wearing our 

own clothes would improve and lengthen our learning time and ultimately impact 

and improve our achievement in school. (The schools position on the league 

tables would rocket – and OFSTED would see that the Leader’s and Teachers in 

school are working hard and getting results)! 

Finally, our parents would also benefit from the move to not wearing school 

uniform. Gone will be the excuses of not wearing uniform as our parents did not 

get it washed in time! Wearing our own clothes would mean there would be no 

lack of options. Parents would no longer have the mad Sunday rush of getting our 

uniforms washed and ironed in time for Monday.  

As you can see, their are compelling arguments as to why the children of Spring 

Primary school should be able to abandon they’re uniforms in favour of more 

cost effective practical and achievement boosting home clothes.  

Please consider the points I have raised in this letter carefully. My fellow students 

and I look forward to hearing your response 

Yours sincerely  

Hint: 5 errors to 

find. 

Hint: 4 errors to 

find. 

Hint: 3 errors to 

find. 

Hint: 3 errors to 

find. 
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Stage 5: Proofreading and editing  

Task: Now go back to your persuasive speech and carefully proofread and edit 

your work.  

Highlight any spellings that you are unsure of and make sure you look them up 

and correct them!  

Don’t forget to use a different coloured pen so that your teacher can see 

what you have edited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Use a range of 

persuasive 

devices (refer to 

page 4) 

For example: Are you and your family included in that outrageous 

statistic? (RHETORICAL QUESTION, INCLUSIVE PRONOUN, 

POWERFUL ADJECTIVES) 

 

 

 

 

 Use a range of 

structural 

devices (refer to page 

24) 

 

 

 

 

 Paragraph 

correctly 

 

 

 

 

 Vary the lengths 

of your 

paragraphs for 

effect 

 

Task: you have one last task to complete before you start 

practising presenting your speech.  

Look at your success criteria and find evidence from YOUR 

speech to prove that you have included EVERYTHING from it. 

Write you example in the box. 
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 Use a range of 

connectives and 

linking phrases 

to help build in 

your ideas (refer to 

page 20) 

 

 Use evaluative 

vocabulary to 

establish a 

formal tone (word 

bank on next page) 

 

 

 Vary sentence 

types (short, 

compound and 

complex) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Use emotive 

vocabulary (word 

bank on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you have got to this point in the booklet (and 

that should be all of you) you are an absolute 

star! Well done you! 

Don’t forget that EVERYTHING you have 

practised so far in the booklet is going to be 

incredibly useful for your English Language 

GCSE. 
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Stage 6: Practising your presentation 

Now would be a great time to go back to page 2 and remind yourself of what 

you are expected to do for your spoken language assessment.  

You are allowed to have the following for your presentation: 

  

• Cue cards 

• A prop to reinforce your topic (For example, a poster) 

 

You are not allowed to read a whole speech, the more natural the 

presentation sounds the better it will be. 

 

Therefore, you need to be confident in delivering your speech WITHOUT it in 

front of you. Our advice is that you make cue cards to help remind you of what 

to say for each section of your speech (therefore you would have a cue card for 

each paragraph of your speech).  

 

Please find below an example of a cue card (this is for the introduction that you 

can find on page 32.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I decided the write the opening of the sentences on the cue cards to help 

prompt me. You may wish to add drawings if it helps you to remember! 

 

 

 Start with statistic: Shockingly, 87% of British families irresponsibly 

indulge themselves in… 

 

 Today’s society is… 

 But do we really understand…? 

 

 Should we take the time to gain this knowledge? 

 Absolutely.  
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Stage 6: Practising your presentation 

Task: Create your cue cards 

If you do not have any card- don’t worry use paper, or type them and 

print them out when you are back at school.  

 

 

 

Task: Now you need to practise delivering your presentation using 

your cue cards- you can keep referring back to your speech if you 

need to and you can add to your cue cards as you practice.  

 

 

It would also be a great idea for you to practice your speech in front 

of someone. If you do not have anyone in your home you can perform 

to you could do it via facetime or SKYPE!  

Whoever you practice in front of ask them to give you some 

feedback. Ask them to write this on in the worksheet on the next 

page (or you can do it for them!).  

Ask them to give you: 

- Two or three comments on what went well 

- What their favourite words/phrases were 

- One question they would like to ask you about the topic of your 

speech 

- Two comments on what they think you need to improve on.  
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Stage 6: Practising your presentation 

Record of Feedback: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favourite words / phrases are: 

WWW - I think that you did the following things well (try to mention 2 or 3 different 

things): 

One question I would like to ask is.... 

EBI - I think that you could improve this by..... 

Who watched your presentation?  
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Stage 6: Practising your presentation 

You could also use the self-assessment checklist below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have finally come to the LAST task in this booklet. 

 

Once you have performed your presentation your teacher has to ask you 

questions about your topic and you must answer them.  

You are being assessed on how you respond to questions.  

Therefore, on the next page you have space to plan what questions you wish to 

be asked.  

 

Don’t forget that you will need to answer them, so you need to have 

thought about your answers! 

 

 

 

Self-assessment Checklist

Use the list on the sheet and think about your own speech. 

Highlight all of the areas that you are confident about. The areas left un-
highlighted are the things you need to add or change to make sure you’re 

ready for your presentation.

• The topic is interesting to listen to
• Simple cue cards are used – not a script that is read from – the speech 

sounds natural
• Use Standard English – no slang
• Vocabulary is varied - interesting and sophisticated words are used
• A mixture of different sentence lengths are used for effect
• The structure to the speech is clear – middle, beginning and ending are 

obvious and the ideas flow in a logical way
• Pace and tone of voice are used to make the speech lively to listen to –

speech is clear, easy to hear and not too fast
• Confidence in body language and eye contact is shown
• Questions are responded to in appropriate detail
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Stage 6: Practising your presentation 

 

 
Question 1:  

(An example question: What do you think that the government could do to 

reduce the amount of junk food consumed in Britain?) 

Question 2:  

 

Question 3:  

 

Question 3:  

 

You may wish to get someone to ask you these questions so that you can practice 

your answers! 

A final word from us… 

Well done on completing this work. We all look forward to hearing your speeches. 

Please DO NOT lose this booklet. It MUST be handed in to your teacher once you are back 

in school- otherwise you risk having to do it all again.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F288230444899507663%2F&psig=AOvVaw0401BgpSTIf8wg0f0ci0qS&ust=1585174221314000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCEwaWQtOgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F288230444899507663%2F&psig=AOvVaw0401BgpSTIf8wg0f0ci0qS&ust=1585174221314000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCEwaWQtOgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

