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Message from the Headteacher

CROFTON NEWS

Dear Parents and Carers,

I do hope you and your family had an enjoyable half term. As always, it has been a 
busy start to the academic year at Crofton and I hope this newsletter will inform you 
on both what has been happening in school and what is to come in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

Our open evening and parent tours for prospective parents and students were a 
great success. We are increasingly using students to lead both the evening and tours 
as they are our best ambassadors, and I am pleased to report that the feedback 
from our visitors has been excellent. They are a great credit to both the school and 
yourselves!

Student Leadership
In our last newsletter Tom B (Head Boy), and Mr Ainsworth (Assistant Headteacher) 
provided an update on our student leadership plans. This is a very important part of 
our improvement plan for this year, and I am pleased to say we have now elected 
representatives from every tutor group.  We are beginning to organise them into 
groups to help work on different ways to improve the school. So many students have 
wanted to be involved in this initiative, which is a great indication of the potential 
impact these changes will have.

Charity Week
The week before half-term was Charity Week, in which each 
tutor group put on an event to raise money. In my travels around 
the school, I managed to successfully hook a duck, but sadly 
failed to correctly name the sloth, guess the weight of the Piñata 
cake, or count the number of sweets in a jar. I did, however, 
enjoy some excellent brownies! In addition, our ‘Open Mic’ and 
‘Night at the Musicals’ events were sold out and displayed some 
outstanding student talent. Well done to all the students and staff 
who put so much effort into these events. 

Last year, along with other fundraising events, we raised over £5000. This allowed 
us to work with Canine Partners to train a new assistance dog. He has been named 
‘Crofton’ in recognition of the students’ fundraising efforts, and I am delighted to 
include a photo of him on page 3.



Emergency Closure reminder
With winter approaching, it is a good time to remind you of our procedures 
in the unlikely event of an emergency closure due to the weather.  Parents 
are advised, should we receive a substantial snow fall or any other extreme 
weather event, to frequently check our website, their mobile phones for 
a text, listen to local radio and watch the Hampshire website for school 
closures: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/schools/schoolclosures.htm. 
Of course we hope this will not be necessary, but it always best to be 
prepared!

Year 11 Exams
Year 11 will be taking their mock exams in November. This is a great opportunity 
for the students to see how much they have learned and understood, and most 
importantly, use this to plan the final steps they will need to take towards exam 
success. We will be helping them by providing advice on revision and examination 
technique and helpful preparation materials. At home, you can help by making 
sure students have a quiet place to revise, get a good night’s sleep and a healthy 
breakfast before coming into school. 

Road Safety
Poor weather and shorter days this time of year mean 
students need to take extra care coming to and from school. 
The correct safety equipment is essential, so please ensure 
if your child cycles to school, they have high visibility 
clothing and a helmet, and most importantly reinforce the 
message that wearing them is essential. We still have far 
too many reports of students riding home with helmets 
swinging from their handlebars, which needless to say will 
not help them in the event of an accident. Recently one 
of our Year 7 students experienced a potentially serious 
accident on his bike, but escaped severe injury because 
he was wearing his helmet. The hospital were very clear that without this, a serious 
head injury would have been highly likely. This is a timely reminder to all students.

Thank you for your ongoing support for the school and your children. They continue 
to impress me with their kindness, ambition and diligence and I look forward to 
getting them increasingly involved with a wide variety of activities and opportunities 
this term.

Kind regards

Mr S Harrison
Headteacher
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Canine Partners

Last year the school charity was Canine Partners. Our 
aim was to raise £5000 which would enable us to help 
Canine Partners in buying a puppy, support it through 
training up to advanced level, and to name it.

I am really pleased to say that we have achieved this 
aim. I am proud to introduce you to ‘Crofton’, a Black 
Labrador cross Golden Retriever. 

He is two months old and we will support him in his 
training until he is approximately 18 months old. He will 
then learn his advanced skills before being assessed 
to see if he has what it takes to be a Canine Partner 
assistance dog. 

We wish him luck in these early stages and we will keep you posted as 
he develops. Thank you all for your support over the last year.

Miss A Knight
Senior Assistant Headteacher

Bake-off Competition

On Thursday October 18, the Years 8-11 Croft students held a 
bake-off competition. Each student was asked to design and 
produce a baked product. Students had to present their finished 
bake to the panel of judges (Miss Knight, Senior Assistant 
Headteacher, and School Governors Mrs McIntosh and Mrs 
Jennings) before they were tasted and judged on three criteria; 
suitability as a hand-held snack, presentation, and taste.

A variety of exciting and tasty products were created, including 
millionaire’s shortbread, chocolate muffins, strawberry and 
chocolate tart, and slime cup cakes! 

It was a great afternoon, enjoyed by students, Croft staff, and our 
visitors. Miss Knight said “It was nice to visit the Croft for their 
Bake-Off Competition. The sweet treats were delicious and we all 
enjoyed tasting your baking. Thank you for inviting us!”.

The winning bake was created by one of our Year 9 students who 
made some mouth-watering chocolate chip shortbread cookies.

Miss H Winter
Deputy ASD Co-ordinator
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Dates for 
Your 
Diary

Term Dates

Autumn Term
3 Sept - 21 Dec 2018*
*Please note that 
students will be 
dismissed at the 
earlier time of 
12:20pm on Friday 21 
December 2018.

Spring Term
7 Jan - 5 April 2019

Summer Term
16 April - 23 July 2019

INSET Days for 
Staff Training
Fri 28 Sept 2018
Fri 25 January 2019
Tues 23 April 2019
Mon 17 June 2019

Crofton School
Marks Road, Stubbington, Fareham, Hampshire PO14 2AT

Tel: 01329 664251    Fax: 01329 668525
Absence Line:  01329 666825

Email:
Messages for Headteacher:  headteacher@croftonschool.co.uk

General School messages:  school@croftonschool.co.uk

Important Dates for your Diary
November
7 November  Year 11Y Consultation Evening
9 November  Year 8 WW1 Day
12-16 November Anti-Bullying Week
12 - 23 November Year 11 Exams
12 November  Ski Information Evening
14 November  Certificate Evening
14 & 21 November Dry Ski Lessons
22 November  Year 11 Dance Exam
29 & 30 November Year 11 MFL Speaking Exams

December
3, 4 & 6 December Year 11 MFL Speaking Exam
7 December  Year 10 Mock Interview Day
11 - 14 December Year 11 Art & Photography Mock Exams
12 December  Year 7 & 8 Christmas Lunch
13 December  Years 9, 10 & 11 Christmas Lunch
13 December  Year 10 Mock Dance Exam
13 & 14 December ACG Residential
14 December  Non-School Uniform Day
17 December  Year 11 Dungeons Trip
18 December  Christmas Concert Rehearsals
18 & 19 December Christmas Concert 
20 December  Year 7 Pantomime
 

Golden Tickets
These students were the first Year 8 students to 
receive a ‘Golden Ticket’ for becoming librarians 
and excellent work in English and Science.

They were rewarded with a hot chocolate!

Well done!

Mrs C Lanham
Head of Year 8


