
Pushing for 7+: GCSE English Language 

Reading: 

Students who achieve higher grades in English Language recognise that it is important to comment on why a writer 

has used a particular word, technique or method.  

 

Higher level students will respond to the reading questions by stepping back from the extract and thinking:  

• ‘what is the writer saying about… [insert focus point of the question]?’.  

• Write their response in a sentence – this is giving the ‘big idea’.  

• Select up to three quotations which support the ‘big idea’ and unpick selected quotations to reveal layers of 

meaning 

• Zoom in on words in these quotations to explore the effects – why has the writer chosen these words?  

• Use subject terminology to enhance the response.  

• Link the effects to the big idea 

• Use structural features to think about shifts in a writer’s perspective or attitudes.  

• Look for any crises or moral dilemmas in the text. How is the writer’s perspective affected by this?  

• Look at the text’s conclusion. Has the writer been able to resolve their feelings? Has the writer’s perspective 

changed over the course of the text?  

• When comparing the structure or language of two texts, what do they reveal about the writers’ different 

perspectives? Does one rely more on external actions than on internal thoughts? 

 

Writing: 

Students who achieve higher grades plan and craft their writing for effect, whether it be to entertain, inform or 

persuade.  

When writing fiction they: 

• Establish the scene (location and/or time).  

• Develop the narrator or character’s relationship to the place and/or people and things in the scene.  

• Include a mini crisis which the narrator/character will have to overcome.  

• End with either a resolution to the crisis (which the character overcomes, or fails to overcome) or what 

screenwriters refer to as ‘a dangling cause’, which will temporarily suspend the narrative to create a sense of 

anticipation on the part of the reader/spectator. This mini resolution (or not, as the case may be) will link 

neatly into the next major beat of the story. 

When writing non-fiction they: 

• Show they understand their intended audience, purpose and form 

• Use appropriate vocabulary 

• Structure details or their argument to build upon points 

• Use a wide range of persuasive devices effectively 

• Establish their writer’s voice 

For both they: 

• Use punctuation securely 

• Misspell very few words 

• Vary sentences types and lengths for specific effect 

• Paragraph cohesively 

• Use a wide range of effective vocabulary 


