
KS3 English Diagnostic Assessment Tool - Writing 

 

Domain 
Area 

Personal Engagement, 
Voice and 

Experimentation 

Idea 
Generation 

and Planning 

Composition and 
Style 

Editing and 
Proof-reading 

Vocabulary 
Sentence Structure 

and Punctuation 
Text Structure and 

Organisation 

Form and 
Presentation 
(Handwriting) 

Spelling 

 Engagement Comprehension The Writer’s Craft 
 

 Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 Lang: AO5 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1/4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5 Lang: AO6 
Lit: AO4 

 
Above 
ARE 
Year 9 
(5) 
 
 
 

Maintain a positive attitude to writing, 
understanding its importance and 
value and engaging in a wide range of 
writing for different purposes - both 
across school and at home. 
 
Use writing to develop and refine 
ideas. 
 
Experiment with and make deliberate 
choices about different forms, 
audiences, purposes, genres and 
authorial voices. 
 
Imitate and incorporate a range of 
styles from other writers moving closer 
to distinctive individual voice. 
 
Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 
 

 

 

Generate ideas calling 
on and seeking out 
additional linked stimuli 
to inspire and inform 
thinking, synthesizing 
related ideas to include in 
writing. 
 
Shift between modes of 
planning, adapting 
personal method for 
different purposes. 

Craft writing for purpose, audience, 
form and viewpoint, experimenting 
with conventions of the genre to 
influence the reader. 
 
Write in a formal and impersonal 
critical style, fluently embedding 
references to the text/s/ 
 
Manage shifts in different kinds of 
style, tone, formality and register 
within a text for deliberate effect for 
different audiences and different 
types of writing. 
 

Throughout the 
process of writing,  
re-read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and 
others’ writing and 
proposing changes 
to enhance 
effects/impact on 
the reader and to 
clarify meaning. 

Apply and incorporate 
increasingly complex new 
vocabulary learnt (including 
subject-specific terminology, 
vocabulary from texts read, critical 
and evaluative vocabulary) to own 
writing. 
 
Use a wide range of ambitious 
vocabulary and phrase structures 
to shape meaning and to position 
the reader, justifying decisions 
made. 
 
Craft figurative language to 
achieve deliberate, cumulative 
effect, creating layers of 
connotations, meaning and 
symbolism. 
 
 
 

Craft grammar for rhetorical effect. 
 
Experiment with positioning a wide 
range of clause and phrase 
structures to achieve deliberate 
effect, justifying decisions made. 
 
Use a full range of punctuation 
accurately and for impact. 
 

Craft paragraphs for rhetorical effect 
(e.g. long sentences to build an 
argument or idea/outrage and 
momentum within a paragraph 
contrasted with single sentence 
paragraphs for impact etc.) 
 
Guide the readers’ 
thoughts/emotional response across 
a whole text through effectively 
chosen cohesive devices, i.e. Create 
a plausible plot that 
entertains/surprises/challenges the 
reader; develop a convincing, 
cohesive argument). 
 

Write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed by making 
appropriate choices: 
appropriate writing implements; 
which shape of a letter to use; 
whether or not to join specific 
letters. 
 
Make choices about form and 
presentation to structure texts 
and to guide and influence the 
reader (use of IT, using italic 
and bold styles, choice of fonts 
and colours, incorporation of 
illustrations, use of boxes an 
shading etc.) 

Use modified spelling rules, spelling 
cues and knowledge of morphology 
and etymology when deciding how 
to spell words, recognizing how 
words are related by meaning. 
 
Proofread for small number of 
remaining errors to a high level of 
accuracy, using most useful 
resources. 
 
Use correct spelling throughout 
including ambitious, uncommon 
and technical vocabulary. 
 
 
 

 
ARE 
Year 9 
(4) 

Maintain a positive attitude to writing, 
understanding its importance and 
value and engaging in a wide range of 
writing for different purposes - both 
across school and at home 

Use writing to develop and refine 
ideas 

Experiment with and make 
deliberate choices about different 
forms, audiences, purposes, genres 
and authorial voices 

Imitate and combine a range of 
different elements (e.g. vocabulary, 
sentence structure, figurative 
techniques, text structure etc.) to 
write a piece in the style of another 
writer 

Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing,  building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

Generate ideas 
calling on stimuli, 
including knowledge 
of texts and 
experiences of the 
world, to inspire and 
inform thinking, 
synthesising related 
ideas to include in 
writing 

 
Adapt planning, 
focusing on the 
purpose of writing, 
and choosing the 
most effective 
method. 

Craft writing for purpose, 
audience, form, genre and 
viewpoint, independently 
choosing features to influence 
the reader. 

 
Write in an analytical style, 
integrating references to the 
text/s into explanation and 
response 

 
Manage shifts in different kinds of 
style, tone, formality and register 
within a text for deliberate effect 
for different audiences and 
different types of writing. 

Throughout the 
process of writing, re-
read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ 
writing and proposing 
changes to enhance 
effects/impact on the 
reader and to clarify 
meaning. 

Apply and incorporate 
increasingly complex new 
vocabulary learnt (including 
subject-specific terminology, 
vocabulary from texts read, 
critical and evaluative 
vocabulary) to own writing 

 
Experiment with a wide range 
of vocabulary and phrase 
structures to achieve 
deliberate, cumulative effect, 
justifying decisions made. 

 
Craft figurative language, 
creating layers of 
connotations and meaning 

Make appropriate choices from 
known grammatical structures 
(including passive/active voice, 
the subjunctive form, use of 
modality, different tenses) 
understanding how such choices 
change and enhance meaning 

 
Experiment with positioning a 
wide range of clause and phrase 
structures to achieve deliberate 
effect, justifying decisions made. 

 
Use a full range of punctuation 
accurately and for impact 

Use a wide range of devices for 
cohesion within paragraphs to 
guide and influence the reader 
(e.g. conjunctions, adverbials, 
pronoun control, connective 
chains, semantic field, noun 
choices) 

 
Sustain a plot or argument 
across a whole text using 
cohesive devices, i.e. create a 
convincing plot for a story 
experimenting with structures for 
effect, set out a clear line of 
argument across a text 

Write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by 
making appropriate choices: 
appropriate writing 
implements; which shape of 
a letter to use; whether or 
not to join specific letters 

 
Make choices about form 
and presentation to 
structure texts and to 
guide and influence the 
reader (use of IT, using 
italic and bold styles, 
choice of fonts and 
colours, incorporation of 
illustrations, use of boxes 
and shading etc) 

Use modelled spelling rules, 
spelling cues and knowledge of 
morphology and etymology when 
deciding how to spell words, 
recognising how words are 
related by meaning 

 
Identify and correct most 
spelling errors, choosing 
appropriate support 

 
Use correct spelling throughout, 
including complex or irregular 
words 

 
ARE 
Year 8 
(3) 

Maintain a positive attitude to writing, 
understand its importance and value 
and engaging in a wide range of 
writing for different purposes 

Use writing to develop and refine 
ideas 

Experiment with and make deliberate 
choices about different forms, 
audiences, purposes, genres and 
authorial voices 

Imitate distinctive elements of a 
characters voice/ writer’s style in 
their own writing 

Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing,  building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

Generate ideas; 
selecting from a 
range of stimuli to 
inspire and inform 
thinking; sift out 
relevant ideas to 
include in writing 

 
Use a range of 
modelled planning 
approaches to plan 
writing, considering 
content, 
presentation and 
organisation 

Craft writing, according to 
purpose, audience, form, genre 
and viewpoint, utilising 
appropriate features to influence 
the reader 

 
Include some analytical style for 
essay writing: using present 
tense, referring to the writer by 
their surname and 
quotations/referencing 

 
Manage shifts in levels of 
formality within a text (e.g. formal 
dialogue within more informal 
narrative) for different audiences 
and different types of writing. 

Throughout the 
process of writing, re-
read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ 
writing and proposing 
changes to enhance 
effects/impact on the 
reader and to clarify 
meaning. 

Apply and incorporate 
increasingly complex new 
vocabulary learnt (including 
subject-specific terminology, 
vocabulary from texts read, 
critical and evaluative 
vocabulary) to own writing 

Experiment with a wide range 
of vocabulary to achieve 
deliberate, cumulative effect, 
justifying decisions made 

Make appropriate choices from 
known phrase structures 
(including prepositional 
phrases and noun/verb 
phrases) understanding how 
such choices can enhance 
meaning 

Use a range of figurative 
language for impact 

Use known grammatical 
structures (e.g. passive/active 
voice, use of modality, different 
tenses) understanding how such 
choices change and enhance 
meaning 

 
Use a wide range of clause and 
phrase structures for impact, 
varying their position within a 
sentence 

 
Use a full range of punctuation 
accurately 

Use a wide range of devices for 
cohesion within paragraphs to 
guide and influence the reader 
(e.g. conjunctions, adverbials, 
pronoun control, connective 
chains, semantic field, noun 
choices) 

Develop and connect 
appropriate information and 
ideas between paragraphs and 
across the whole text using 
cohesive devices, i.e. create an 
interesting plot for a story, 
structuring writing in different 
ways (flashback, a twist in a 
story, foreshadowing, 
interleaving multiple 
viewpoints); develop an 
argument that grows from one 
paragraph to the next. 

Write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by 
making appropriate choices: 
appropriate writing 
implements; which shape of 
a letter to use; whether or 
not to join specific letters 

 
Make choices about form 
and presentation to 
structure texts and to 
guide and influence the 
reader (use of IT, using 
italic and bold styles, 
choice of fonts and 
colours, incorporation of 
illustrations, use of boxes 
and shading etc) 

Use modelled spelling rules, 
spelling cues and knowledge of 
morphology and etymology when 
deciding how to spell words, 
recognising how words are 
related by meaning 

 
Identify words that need to be 
checked, using dictionaries, 
thesauri, spelling apps and 
spellchecker to check the 
spelling and meaning 

 
Spell most words correctly, 
including complex vocabulary 
beyond KS2 Spelling Appendix 



 

Domain 
Area 

Personal Engagement, 
Voice and 

Experimentation 

Idea 
Generation 

and Planning 

Composition and 
Style 

Editing and 
Proof-reading 

Vocabulary 
Sentence Structure 

and Punctuation 
Text Structure and 

Organisation 

Form and 
Presentation 
(Handwriting) 

Spelling 

 Engagement Comprehension The Writer’s Craft 
 

GCSE 
AOS 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 Lang: AO5 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO1/4 

Lang: AO5/6 
Lit: AO4 

Lang: AO5 
Lit: AO1 

Lang: AO5 Lang: AO6 
Lit: AO4 

 
ARE 
Year 7 
(2)  

Engage in a wide range of writing for 
different purposes, developing their 
own particular preferences and style 
- both across school and at home 

 
Write for a range of real purposes 
and audiences as part of their work 
across the curriculum, using similar 
writing as models for their own. 
These purposes and audiences 
should underpin the decisions about 
the form the writing should take 

 
Participate in discussions about 
their own and others’ writing,  
building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views 
courteously 

Note and develop 
initial ideas that are 
appropriate for 
chosen audience/ 
purpose/form, 
drawing on reading 
and research where 
necessary 

Adapt writing, according to 
purpose and audience, using 
appropriate features for the type of 
writing (e.g. integrate  dialogue to 
convey character and advance 
the action/ describe settings, 
characters and atmosphere) 

 
Viewpoint established and 
mostly maintained including 
consistent and correct use of 
tense 

 
Select vocabulary and 
grammatical structures that 
reflect the style and level of 
formality required mostly 
correctly 

Throughout the 
process of writing, 
re-read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ 
writing and  proposing 
changes to enhance 
effects/impact on the 
reader and to clarify 
meaning. 

Use vocabulary for effect 

 
Use adverbs, prepositional 
phrases and expanded noun 
phrases effectively for 
qualification and precision 

 
Use figurative language such 
as similes, alliteration, 
metaphors and 
personification in a range of 
writing 

Select appropriate grammar, 
understanding how such choices 
can change and enhance 
meaning (incl. different tenses 
and mood such as perfect form 
and use of modality) 

Use a wide range of clause 
structures with correct subject/ 
verb agreement (main clause, 
subordinate clause, relative 
clause), sometimes varying their 
position within the sentence 

Use passive and active voice 

Use punctuation accurately 
(including colons, semi-colons, 
and dashes to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses) 

Use a wide range of devices to 
build cohesion within paragraphs 
(determiners, pronouns, 
conjunctions, adverbs, ellipsis of 
expected words) 

 
Link ideas across paragraphs 
using a wide range of cohesive 
devices e.g. repetition of a word 
or phrase, grammatical 
connections (tense 
choice/adverbials) and ellipsis 

Write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by 
choosing: appropriate 
writing implements; which 
shape of a letter to use; 
whether or not to join 
specific letters 

 
Use presentational devices 
to structure texts and to 
guide the reader e.g. 
headings, bullet points, 
underlining, columns, tables 

Spell correctly most words from 
the year 5 / year 6 spelling list 
and use a dictionary to check the 
spelling of uncommon or more 
ambitious vocabulary 

Use modelled spelling rules, 
spelling cues and knowledge of 
morphology and etymology 
when deciding how to spell 
words, recognising how words 
are related by meaning 

Use a thesaurus 

Recognise how words are 
related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ 
letters 

 

Stage 5 
 
(1) 

Understand and articulate why they 
have certain preferences about 
writing, with reasons, e.g. ‘I don’t like 
writing stories with a boy as the  main 
character because I find it difficult to 
write in that voice’ 

Writing shows understanding of 
different characters’ feelings, views 
and motivations, e.g. presents the 
same event through different 
narrative viewpoints 

Participate in discussions about their 
own and others’ writing,  building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

Note and develop 
initial ideas, drawing 
on reading and 
research where 
necessary 

 
Identify audience 
for, and purpose of, 
the writing 

 
Select the appropriate 
form and use other 
similar writing as 
models for their own 

Purpose and form of writing are 
clear and consistently 
maintained 

 
Consistent and correct use of 
tense 

 
Choose the appropriate register 
for the audience and purpose 
(formal or informal) 

Throughout the 
process of writing, 
re-read aloud and 
internally to 
evaluate and edit, 
assessing the 
effectiveness and 
accuracy of their 
own and others’ 
writing and 
suggesting 
improvements 

Choose vocabulary carefully, 
making choices to change/ 
adapt meanings 

Uses fronted prepositional 
phrases, modal verbs or 
adverbs for emphasis or to 
indicate degrees of possibility 

 
Use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information concisely 

Use figurative language such 
as similes, alliteration, 
metaphors and 
personification 

Usually select appropriate 
grammar, understanding how 
such choices can change and 
enhance meaning 

 
Use relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that 

 
Use a wider range of 
punctuation, including brackets, 
dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis, and colons to 
introduce a list 

Produce effectively structured 
paragraphs, e.g. posing rhetorical 
questions which are answered in 
the main paragraph with main 
ideas elaborated by subsequent 
sentences 

 
Linking ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of time (later), 
place (nearby) number 
(secondly) 

Write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by 
choosing which shape of a 
letter to use when given 
choices and deciding 
whether or not to join 
specific letters 

 
Use further organisational 
and presentational devices 
to structure text and to 
guide the reader e.g. 
headings, bullet points, 
underlining 

Spell correctly most words from 
the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, 
and some words from the year 5 
/ year 6 spelling list 

 
Indicative content: further 
prefixes and suffixes and 
understand the guidance for 
adding them e.g. - dis-’, ‘de-’, 
‘mis-’, ‘over-’ and ‘re-’; spell 
some words with ‘silent’ 
letters; continue to distinguish 
between homophones and 
other words which are often 
confused 

 

Stage 4 

Comment on specific personal 
preferences in writing, such as genre, 
form, purpose, e.g. ‘I like to write blogs 
about music and new bands 
because…’ 

 
Writing is informed by other 
viewpoints, e.g. understanding of 
characters to show their feelings and 
point of view 

 
Participate in discussions, responding 
to suggestions about their own writing 
and offering ideas to others 

Research and select 
relevant content, 
showing awareness 
of purpose and 
audience 

 
Discuss and identify 
elements of similar 
writing that they wish 
to use in their own, 
incorporating into 
planning 

Writing is clear in purpose 

 
Use the present perfect form of 
verbs in contrast to the past 
sense. E.g. I have been on 
holiday once this year/I went on 
holiday in August. 

Throughout the 
process of writing, 
re-read aloud and 
internally to evaluate 
and edit, assessing 
the effectiveness and 
accuracy of their own 
and others’ writing 
and suggesting 
improvements 

Description or detail in both 
narrative and non-narrative is 
expanded through an 
appropriate and precise range 
of vocabulary 

 
Noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases, e.g. ‘The 
strict maths teacher with curly 
hair…’ 

 
Use figurative language such 
as similes and alliteration, to 
build a picture in the reader’s 
head 

Compose and rehearse 
sentences orally 
(including dialogue) 

 
Extend the range of sentences 
with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, 
because, although (complex) 

 
Use fronted adverbials followed 
by a comma 

 
Use inverted commas and other 
punctuation within direct speech 

Produce internally coherent 
paragraphs in logical sequence, 
e.g. using topic sentences with 
main ideas supported by 
subsequent sentences 

 
Openings and closings are clearly 
signalled and well developed 

Use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one 
another, are best left 
unjoined 

 
Maintain fluency of writing 
and have sufficient stamina 
for typical written tasks 

 
Use presentational 
devices, e.g. headings 
and subheadings 

Use further prefixes and suffixes 
and understand how to add 
them (English Appendix 1) 

 
Spell further homophones 

 
Spell words that are often 
misspelt (English Appendix 1) 

 
Explore and accurately use 
word families based on 
common words 

 
Use the first two or three letters of 
a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

 
Indicative content: explore 
and accurately use word 
families based on common 
words, showing how words are 
related in form and meaning 
e.g. solve, solution, solver, 
dissolve, insoluble; plural 
nouns of words ending in 
‘o’. 

 
Place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately in words 
with regular plurals e.g. boys’, 
girls’ and in words with irregular 
plurals e.g. children’s 


