
History Curriculum Intent 
  

The History department at Crofton School aspires to encourage a passion for the past amongst our pupils. We 
strive to develop our students into curious learners who recognise the importance of learning from the past to 
shape the future. Studying History should allow our students to be valuable and informed citizens of a global 
community who make a positive contribution to society. By being knowledgeable of the past and confident in the 
skills of the historian they will become critical and discerning users of sources of information, ultimately allowing 
them to achieve a greater understanding of the world around them and their place within it.  
‘A people without the 
knowledge of their past 
history, origin and culture is 
like a tree without roots.’ 
Marcus Garvey 
 

 

Year 7  By the end of Year 7 students should: 
Knowledge  Understand the changing nature power & control in Britain between 1066 & 1651 with a 

particular focus on: 
 The Norman Conquest 
 The power of the Church in the Middle Ages 
 King John & the Magna Carta 
 The Black Death 
 Henry VIII 
 English Civil War 

Skills  Show how things change with time. 
 Give straightforward explanations of the importance of events. 
 Explain simply the importance of historical sources. 
 Comment briefly on the provenance of source materials – what is their origin & purpose?  
 Recognise different interpretations of the same event beyond simply “it is biased because…” 
 Beginning to recognise the importance of causation to historical events.  
 Remember and use key historical terms.  



 Sequence events in the correct order. 
 Use sources to explain why and what happened in the past things past. 
 Know how to write straightforward narratives of historical events. 

 

 

 

Year 8  By the end of Year 8 students should: 
Knowledge  Understand how the British Empire shaped the world with a particular focus on: 

 Empire & Slavery 
 Industrial Revolution 
 World War One 
 Women’s Suffrage 

Skills  Be able to explain how things changed over time, sequencing events in chronological order. 
 Explain clearly the importance of historical sources using historical terms and key words.  
 Comment in some detail on the provenance of source materials (COP).  
 Explore different interpretations of the same event. 
 Explain clearly the importance of historical sources and use them to explain what happened in 

the past. 
 Make supported judgements about interpretations of historical events based on the usefulness, 

utility and reliability.   
 
 

 

Year 9  By the end of Year 9 students should: 
Knowledge  Understand how war and dictators shaped the 20th Century with a particular focus on: 

 Democracy & Dictatorship 
 The Interwar years 
 The causes & events of World War 2 
 The Holocaust 



 The Vietnam War. 
Skills  Be able to explain how and why things changed over time, sequencing events in chronological 

order. 
 To be able to explain why events happened, and what the consequences of the events were. 
 Explain clearly the importance and usefulness of historical sources, analysing provenance and 

content of the sources.  
 Explore different interpretations of the same event, and why / how they were produced. 
 Make supported judgements about interpretations of historical events based on the usefulness, 

utility and reliability.   
 Structure explanations so that they have a clear and flowing argument from beginning to end.  

 


