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Message from the Headteacher

CROFTON NEWS

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the new term and for parents of our Year 7 students, welcome to Crofton 
School! Whether you are new to the school or know us well, I and the Crofton staff 
look forward to working with you over the next year and beyond, to ensure your child 
has an exceptional learning experience.

Improving Our School
Each year our school improvement plan identifies the specific areas we are aiming 
to develop in the coming year. I have already shared these with the students in our 
whole school assembly, and would like to make parents aware too.

Our overarching aim this year is to place our school values of “Kindness, Ambition 
and Diligence” at the heart of everything we do. We want to make the school a kinder 
place to learn by making sure student behaviour continues to match our values, and 
in particular to further develop the anti-bullying work that was so successful last year.

We will be showing greater ambition through making our lessons more challenging, 
using this year’s GCSE exams to further improve the way we prepare students for 
exams and, now that the building project is complete, improving the rest of the school 
site to make it look and work better for everyone.

Finally, we want to show greater diligence by giving our students more opportunities 
to lead and influence changes. In particular we have just launched a new student 
leadership structure, more details of which can be found later in this 
newsletter. As ever, these improvements are only possible with the 
support of parents, so I hope you will continue to share your feedback 
and ideas.

GCSE Exam Success
Once again our Year 11s performed very well in their GCSE exams. In 
a year when the vast majority of subjects were examined on the new 
1-9 grades for the first time, I am happy to report that Crofton students 
maintained their usual high standards. As ever, this was very much a team effort, 
with the hard work of students being backed up tirelessly by parents and staff. Our 
results remain amongst the best in the area, and well above national averages. There 
are many individual success stories and I look forward to celebrating these with 
them on Certificate Evening, 14 November 2018. You can find full details of our 2018 
examination results on the school website.



Hampshire Education Awards
Congratulations to Lisa Noice, our Parent Support Advisor, who, 
earlier this month, received the ‘Wider Support Contribution 
Award’ during the Hampshire Education Awards’ ceremony. 
Those parents and students who have worked with Lisa will 
already be aware of the fantastic job that she does across the 
local cluster of schools, and it is great to see this recognised at a 
county wide level. Well done Lisa!

Welcome To Our New Staff
Having said goodbye to a number of staff in our last newsletter, 
I am pleased to take this opportunity to welcome our new 
colleagues. Miss Cox and Mr Varndell have joined our cover 
supervisor team. In subject areas we now have Mrs Gates 
(Maths), Miss Carman (Geography), Miss Doubleday (PE), Mr 
Kinslow (Computing) and Mr Brown (Design and Technology). 
Also joining us as Subject Leader for Computing is Mr Riley, 
and Mr Zealander as Subject Leader for PE and Dance. I am 
delighted to have recruited such strong replacements. Our 
staff turnover has fallen significantly in the last year, but where 
we have needed to recruit new staff we continue to attract 
large numbers of high quality applicants and I know our new 
colleagues will make a big contribution to the school.

New Term Reminders and Supporting Your Child
I am pleased to report that the vast majority of students have returned after the 
summer break focused and ready to meet our high expectations.  To ensure we 
maintain this please can ask that all parents:

• have a look through your child’s student planner as it is 
full of useful information and check it for messages on a 
regular basis

• encourage students to do homework on the evening that it 
is set 

• ensure your child is sent to school in the correct uniform
• encourage students to go to bed at a sensible time, without any electronic 

devices, and have a good breakfast in the morning, so that they arrive with us 
fresh and enthusiastic for 8.35am.

We are very much looking forward to seeing you at the relevant information and 
parents’ evenings throughout the term and year.

Yours faithfully

 

Mr S Harrison
Headteacher
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Student Leadership at Crofton
We are delighted to announce a new approach to student 
leadership at Crofton school. This will work by giving students the 
chance to work with other likeminded students on projects of their 
choice that will make a positive impact on the school community. 
For example, some might choose to work with a senior member 
of staff and investigate ways we can eradicate single use plastics 
from our school, or maybe create PDL content that they feel 
is more relevant to their needs by working alongside staff who 
design the programme. Whatever happens, it’s up to them! 

We’ll support them by giving them spaces to meet and a member 
of staff to liaise with but after that, they are in the driving seat on 
this one. Elections will be held within tutor groups during the week 
beginning 24 September and students have all been spoken to in 
assemblies about this exciting opportunity.

Head Boy Tom B explains what we hope it will achieve below:
On behalf of the Head Boy, Head Girl and the Deputies of Crofton 
School, I am excited to announce the launch of the Student 
Leadership Team. We hope the new model will be more efficient 
at expressing student voice than before and we hope to get a lot 
of outside input by the voices of the many, communicated by the 
students who bravely put themselves forward. 

We would like to see as many other members of the student 
body as possible creating a positive impact across the whole 
school, and to be valued in our community as someone who can 
influence what we all do, for the better. As Head Boy, I can affirm 
that all of us on the leadership team so far, are genuinely excited 
for other students to show their confidence and become involved 
- being kind, ambitious and diligent enough to help tackle big 
issues both in our school and in the wider world. 

We are aware that many people want to be 
involved in long-term projects that they care 
about, but we are equally aware of those who just 
want an opportunity to help out, or maybe to have 
an influence on a subject that they love. Thinking 
ahead, for future destinations like college or the 
world of work as a whole, this provides a shining 
opportunity to display leadership and teamwork 
skills, and to be able to stand out from the crowd.

Achievements
Macy-Rose (Year 9) has only been practicing karate for a short 
amount of time and she recently went, with her family, to the 
WUKF World Karate Championships in Dundee at the Dundee Ice 
Arena and got through the first round as part of the IESKA squad 
competing for AMA England. This is a huge achievement and we 
are really proud of her.
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 PDL Update:

As the season begins to change, we look forward to the term ahead and all that is traditional 
and new. The new Year 7 students are completing a series of tasks and activities to further 
help them settle down into secondary school life. Year 8 students are reflecting on how they 
can bring about change through how they choose to spend their money. Having already had 
their Sex Education lessons in science, Year 9 students now explore Sex Education in the 
context of relationships in PDL lessons. 

In the Upper School students are thinking about the world beyond the 
school gates and their immediate lives presently: Year 10 are learning about 
Government and Spending, including such matters as taxation and what our 
money is spent on, and Year 11 are having a series of talks designed to get 
them to think about post 16 pathways.

I am delighted to see Years 7 and 8 getting increasingly involved in PiXL EDGE and all the 
wide variety of activities involved and, therein, developing and celebrating the whole child 
more. More celebration events of what the students have been up to as they pursue their 
Apprentice Level Certificate are planned for later in the autumn term and I would like to thank 
parents and carers in anticipation of their support of their child carrying out the many exciting 
and varied activities outside of school.

Year Group Autumn 1
7 New School
8 Consumerism
9 Sex and Relationship Education

Qualities in Relationship
Law (incl FGM)
Condom Demo

Contraception and STIs
10 Government and Spending
11 College/Apprenticeship Talks

In assemblies this term, students are invited to think about Charity Week (commencing 
15 October), Atonement and Repentence, our Maritime history (Maritime Day 2018), the 
opportunities and threats offered by social media, and ‘Leadership’.

I see that a recent poll of polls of Brexit suggests that we remain as divided as a society today 
as we were in 2016, just the other way round!  At a time of such tension and potential division, 
teaching young people about the importance of respect and tolerance is arguably more 
important than in recent times. With so much apparent conflict, tension and unpredictability in 
the news it remains important to focus on the good news stories arising. I 
notice that the BBC and newspapers are increasingly focusing on ‘Good 
News’ stories explicitly.  What good news stories have you heard this week?

Mr S Barnes
Director of Personal & Teacher Development
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German exchange - June 2018
A group of students from our German exchange school, Matthias 
Claudius Schule in Bochum, came to stay with us from 11th to 
16th June. They stayed with host families from Crofton and took 
part in a week of activities which included a day in school, a trip to 
London, a visit to Marwell Zoo and a day at the historic dockyards.

The week was enjoyed by everyone and one of the highlights was the farewell party on the Friday 
evening, where several families kindly brought refreshments for the buffet and joined us for the quiz and 
disco.

Thank you so much to all the families who hosted for us; the exchange 
would not have been able to run without your hospitality and it is greatly 
appreciated.

We will be visiting Bochum in May, staying in a youth hostel and taking part in 
a progamme of activities with Matthias Claudius Schule. Please contact Mrs 
Adam if you would like any further information about this trip.

Dates for 
Your 
Diary

Term Dates

Autumn Term
3 Sept - 21 Dec 2018

Spring Term
7 Jan - 5 April 2019

Summer Term
16 April - 23 July 2019

INSET Days for 
Staff Training
Fri 28 Sept 2018
Fri 25 January 2019
Tues 23 April 2019
Mon 17 June 2019

Crofton School
Marks Road, Stubbington, Fareham, Hampshire PO14 2AT

Tel: 01329 664251    Fax: 01329 668525
Absence Line:  01329 666825

Email:
Messages for Headteacher:  headteacher@croftonschool.co.uk

General School messages:  school@croftonschool.co.uk

Important Dates for your Diary
October
1-5 October  Year 9 Exams 
1 October  Ghana Evening
1 October  Year 11 Component 2 Performance Evening
2 October  Open Evening
5 October  Year 10 Art Trip
9-12 October  School Tours
10 October  Drama Trip
12 October  Year 11 Component 1 Drama Exam
15-19 October  Charities’ Week
16 October  Open Mic Evening
17 October  A Night at the Musicals
18 October  Year 11 Dance Exam
19 October  Non-School Uniform Day
31 October  Year 11X Consultation Evening
November
7 November  Year 11Y Consultation Evening
9 November  Year 8 WW1 Day
9 November  Just Be You and Wear Blue Day
12-16 November Anti-Bullying Week
12 - 23 November Year 11 Exams
12 November  Ski Information Evening
14 November  Certificate Evening
14 & 21 November Dry Ski Lessons
22 November  Year 11 Dance Exam


