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Independent Learning Policy 

  

  

We believe that work done outside the classroom and independently of the teacher has a vital role to play, 

not only in the academic development of our students, but also in the development of their self-reliance, 

self-motivation and personal responsibility.  At Key Stage 3 we aim to ‘train’ students through homework 

and home learning opportunities to be completed outside lessons to plan their own time and learning at 

Key Stage 4.  We aim for students to become increasingly independent learners and believe that work 

completed outside the classroom environment contributes to this.  

  

1.0 Independent learning principles.  

At Crofton School we believe that setting work to be completed outside of the classroom will:  

 encourage students to develop the practice of independent study;  

 develop perseverance and self-discipline;  

 allow practice, when it is needed, of skills learned in the classroom;  

 permit more ground to be covered and more rapid progress to be made;  

 enable class work to concentrate on those activities requiring the teacher’s presence;  

 open up areas of study to make possible the use of materials and sources of information that are 

not accessible in the classroom;  

 encourage students to identify and use home learning opportunities to support their progress.  

 

  

2.0 Practice  

2.1 What type of Homework or Independent Learning Activities do we set?  

Homework or independent learning is varied in style and should match the needs of the student.  It may 

include:  

 reading  

 learning for a test  

 exercises to develop skills learnt in the classroom  
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 research-type activities  

 collection of data and materials  

 exploration in libraries  

 preparation for the subject’s next lesson  

 completion of coursework at KS4  

 substantial (extension) completion of work begun in the classroom  

 producing revision materials  

 practising examination questions  

 developing skills/improving knowledge identified in lessons  

 

2.2 How is Homework set? 

Homework is set on SMHW (Show my Homework) and all students have a log-in so that they can access 

resources and tasks. 

 

Time must be planned into the lesson to explain what the homework is and for the students to record it fully 

in their planner. In general, the explanation of homework tasks should be done at the start of the lesson. 

This will enable students to ask questions and ensure they fully understand the homework expectations. 

Students must be clear about the success criteria for homework and where possible examples of 

homework should be available in the lesson or show my homework.  

 

The expectation is homework is set every week in all subjects, except core PE and PDL  

 

Homework should not be set for the next school day – students should be given at least 2 nights to work on 

it.  

 

Homework, is always acknowledged by teachers – either by written or verbal marking, checking to see it 

has been completed, testing or by using some other appropriate form of recognition. 

 

Individual staff keep homework records for their classes to monitor quantity and quality of homework 

completed and to be able to give a deadline grade termly for each student.  

 

Homework should be marked and handed back to students at an appropriate time to support their learning. 

SL/FLs must monitor that homework is being set by all team members. This must include checking not only 

quantity but quality. When monitoring books SL/FLs must check that homework is clearly identified in 

books and has been marked.   

 

Letters and information evenings inform parents about key deadlines, particularly at KS4.  
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2.3  Amount of homework  

The amount of homework set is related to the demands of the schemes of work, the ability of the student 

and their year group.  Students will be set more homework as they move through the key stage in 

preparation for the demands of KS4.  

  

At Key Stage 3, teachers should set 45 minutes per subject each week.  

  

At Key Stage 4 this will increase, to between 60 and 90 minutes.  

  

At Key Stage 4 students should be spending a minimum of 2 hours per subject per week, which is likely to 

mean 2 hours a night, this includes homework and additional study they may be to aid their progress.    

  

At Key Stage 4 homework/controlled assessment is set to meet examination guidelines and deadlines.  

Students are encouraged to manage their time effectively with support from their tutors, subject staff and 

Head of Year.  

 

2.4 What happens if students do not complete the Homework to the deadline set?  

If students do not hand homework in on time support sessions or detentions will follow.  At the discretion 

of the teacher, students may be allowed 24 hours to retrieve late homework.  If they fail to, they are given 

a Homework Detention.    

 

Faculty/Subject Leaders/Heads of Year inform parents if there is a persistent issue with non-completion of 

homework and may be placed on homework report.  

 

 2.5 How does Crofton School Support Students in completing Homework and becoming more 

independent learners?  

 The school offers support for students in their independent learning through:  

 a regular Homework Club which meets after school on a Monday and Thursday  

 individual or group support sessions run by subject teachers  

 an accessible LRC which is also open every day both during the whole school day and after school 

where students have access to ICT facilities. 

 publicising study support web sites and further opportunities on the school website  

 a KS4 independent learning group every Wednesday after school  

 

2.6 What are our expectations of students?  

We expect students to do their best as they move through the school, trying to become more independent 

learners.  Students should write their homework down clearly in their planners and make every effort to 
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meet the deadlines set.  If they are unable to meet the deadline for a legitimate reason then we expect 

them to bring in a note from home on paper or in their planner.  If they are unable to attempt the 

homework because they find it too difficult or do not understand it them we expect them to talk to their 

tutor, their subject teacher or their parents to get help, preferably before the homework is due in.  

  

2.7 How do we encourage our parents to contribute to this process?  

Parents can help students by:  

• Providing a quiet, environment at home where homework can be completed.    

• Talking to their son/daughter and monitoring that Homework is being completed on time.  

• Providing encouragement and help.  

• Encouraging students to use external sources of help – the internet, the library, museums, videos 

etc.  

• Encouraging students to attend homework club  

 

  

3.0 To carry out this policy:  

3.1 Subject Teachers:  

• Follow the homework guidelines above  

• Keep Line Managers informed of problems  

• Use the appropriate referral/support/detention slips to inform relevant staff about homework issues.  

• Monitor the quality and quantity of homework in their classes.  

• Ensure homework is marked and returned promptly, no longer than a week.  

• Ensure homework is clearly identified in books and marks/grades are recorded in markbooks.  

 

 3.2 Faculty/Subject Leaders: consistent  

• Ensure that appropriate homework tasks are included in their schemes of work.  

• Ensure that appropriate amounts of homework are being set across the department.  

• Monitor the quantity and quality of homework set across the department. Maintain a log of 

homework. (for all classes)   

• Monitor the detentions/support sessions within their subject team.  

• Support teaching staff in the application of this policy  

• Keep the Faculty Leader informed of any persistent issue and support them in ensuring consistency 

and good practice.  

• Liaise with parents if subject specific concerns are raised.  

• May run a departmental detention.  

• Involve the tutor with persistent problems concerning homework.  

• Support Subject leaders in ensuring the independent learning policy is being followed.  

• Look for ways to ensure consistency across the Faculty.  

• Monitor homework setting, marking and standards across the Faculty.  



Independent Learning Policy approved 11.7.2018 

• Liaise with the DHT (Progress) on issues that may need to be considered across the school to do 

with homework.  

 

  

3.3 Head of Year:  

• Monitor the use of planners  

• Monitor the quality and quantity of homework set across their year group.  

• Support Subject Leaders as needed in their role.  

• Follow up issues to do with homework which run across several subject areas.  

• Liaise with parents.  

  

3.4 SLT:  

• Monitor the quality and quantity of homework set across the school.  (DHT - Progress)  

• Support Middle Management as needed in their role (ALL)  

• Ensure parents are kept informed about the homework policy in the school. (DHT - Progress)  

• Liaise with parents.  (ALL)  

• Review the Independent Learning Policy on a bi-annual basis (DHT - Progress)  

• See the views of parents and students in line with governors  

• Monitor the level of independent study students are doing and promote the importance of this.  


